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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GAME  COMMISSIONERS 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  January  8,  1920. 

To  His  Excellency,  William  C.  Sproul,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  June  25th,  1895, 
1*.  L.  273,  we  the  undersigned  Members  of  the  Board  of  Game  Com- 
missioners of  Pennsylvania  make  report  to  you  covering  the  present 
status  of  our  work  as  well  as  accomplishments  during  the  past  year, 
and  include  the  Report  of  our  Acting  Secretary  for  your  furtl  er  :n- 
formation  on  the  various  phases  of  our  work. 

OBITUARY. 

Dr.  Joseph  Kalbfus,  Secretary  and  Chief  Game  Protector. 
While  accompanying  two  of  our  number  on  an  inspection 
tour  of  tracts  of  land  proposed  for  use  as  State  Game  Pre- 
serves, Dr.  Joseph  Kalbfus,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Secretary  to 
our  Board  since  October  1st,  1895,  and  in  that  capacity  Chief 
Game  Protector  and  Executive  Officer  of  the  Department, 
was  most  tragically  killed  at  Farley  Road  Crossing  near  Tiona, 
Warren  County,  about  noon  Sunday,  August  10th,  1919,  when 
the  automobile  in  which  he  was  riding  was  struck  by  an  east- 
bound  express  train  moving  at  a high  rate  of  speed.  We  are  advised 
by  the  Highway  Commissioner  that  this  dangerous  railroad  crossing 
is  to  be  eliminated  at  tire  earliest  possible  date.  Several  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  Board  have  been  closely  associated  with  the  work  of  Dr. 
Kalbfus  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  Chief  Game  Protector 
for  many  years  and  are  confident  the  public  service  of  Pennsylvania 
or  any  other  State  never  had  an  official  more  devoted  to  his  vocation 
and  the  conscientious,  impartial  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 
Whene  he  became  Executive  Officer  of  this  Commission  he  did  so 
upon  invitation  of  the  Board,  the  Members  of  which  at  that  time 
realized  that  because  of  his  early  training  and  experience  he  could 
not  only  successfully  discharge  the  duties  then  devolving  upon  him, 
but  in  addition  could  with  proper  support  financially  and  otherwise 
build  up  the  work  of  wild  life  conservation  in  Pennsylvania  to  the 
nation-wide  prominence  it  has  attained. 

The  counsel  of  Dr.  Kalbfus  was  frequently  solicited  by  those  in- 
terested in  wild  life  conservation  in  other  States  of  the  Union,  and 
the  adoption  of  many  of  his  policies  in  game  and  wild  bird  protection 
by  them  bears  testimony  to  the  high  regard  for  his  judgment  and 
advice  by  officials  and  sportsmen  interested. 

It  is  needless  to  say  our  work  will  seriously  miss  the  leadership  of 
Dr.  Kalbfus  and  each  of  us  mourns  the  loss  of  a most  valuable  co- 
worker and  friend. 
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E.  W.  Kelly,  Field  Superintendent.  Mr.  Kelly,  who  was  driving 
the  automobile  in  which  Dr.  Kalblns  was  riding  when  killed,  was  also 
killed  almost  instantly  at  Farley  Road  Crossing  on  Sunday,  August 
10th,  1919.  He  became  a member  of  our  field  force  on  August  1st, 
1913,  and  brought  to  the  work  many  years  of  valuable  experience  as  a 
sportsman  and  in  dealing  with  men  through  superintending  large 
lumber  operations.  He  was  a conscientious,  earnest  officer  who  did 
his  utmost  at  all  times  to  improve  game  conditions  throughout  the 
State.  His  special  work  during  the  past  three  years  was  in  the 
capacity  of  Field  Superintendent,  having  direct  charge  of  our  Game 
Preserve  work,  both  locating  and  establishing  new  preserves  as  well 
as  supervising  the  work  on  preserves  already  created,  all  of  which 
service  he  was  admirably  fitted  to  perform. 

In  addition  to  the  game  preserve  work  Mr.  Kelly  assisted  in  the 
supervisory  work  among  our  field  officers  as  well  as  devoted  a portion 
of  his  time  to  educating  the  peojile  of  the  State,  especially  the  sports- 
men, to  the  benefit  of  game  and  wild  bird  protection.  His  influence 
and  experience  secured  a hearty  response  wherever  he  went.  His  loss 
to  the  work  of  the  Department  is  keenly  felt. 

NEW  LEGISLATION. 

Among  the  most  important  legislation  passed  by  the  recent  Session 
and  approved  by  your  Excellency  are,  (1)  the  Act  giving  the  Game 
Commission  authority  to  expend  not  to  exceed  .$100,000,  during  the 
first  year,  of  the  accumulated  revenue  from  the  Hunters’  Licenses 
and  not  to  exceed  $50,000  annually  thereafter  in  purchasing  suitable 
lands  for  game  preserves  where  the  State  does  not  already  own  avail- 
able lands:  (2)  the  act  making  the  creation  of  Auxiliary  Game  Pre- 
serves more  flexible  so  as  to  meet  the  varied  conditions  that  must  be 
overcome  in  order  to  place  these  sanctuaries  in  numbers  desired  by 
sportsmen  throughout  the  Commonwealth;  (3)  the  act  increasing  our 
power  to  appoint  Game  Protectors  to  permit  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  our  field  work;  and  (4),  the  act  changing  the  system  for  the 
payment  of  bounties  so  as  to  expedite  the  proper  handling  of  that 
matter. 

Acts  of  lesser  importance  are  (1),  the  act  changing  some  of  the 
small  game  seasons  as  desired  by  sportsmen;  (2)  the  act  making  a 
return  of  twenty-five  per  centum  of  the  penalty  to  persons  wiio 
through  mistake  kill  an  illegal  large  game  animal ; (3)  the  act  re- 
quiring foreign-born  residents  to  present  naturalization  papers  when 
applying  for  a Resident  Hunter’s  License  so  as  to  keep  the.se  people 
from  unknoAvingly  as  well  as  intentionally  violating  the  law ; and 
(4)  the  act  denying  a division  of  penalties  collected  from  unnatural- 
ized foreign-born  residents  for  violating  either  the  Alien  Dog  Law 
or  the  Alien  Firearms  Law. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  lav's  now  on  our  statute  books  relative 
to  game  and  wild  birds  are  the.  most  comprehensive  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject found  in  any  State  in  the  Union,  and  but  few  minor  changes  and 
additions  need  be  made  to  meet  the  demands  of  changing  conditions. 
A number  of  other  States  have  followed  the  leadership  of  Pennsyl- 
vania on  various  phases  of  our  work  and  have  enacted  statutes  very 
similar  to  those  in  force  in  this  State,  this  being  especially  true  of 
our  game  preserve  law,  the  buck  deer  law  and  the  alien  law. 
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PURCHASE  OF  LANDS  FOR  PRESERVES. 

The  death  of  our  Secretary  and  our  Field  Superintendent  lias  con- 
siderably delayed  the  consummation  of  plans  for  the  purchase  of 
suitable  lands  in  various  sections  of  the  State,  although  we  are  mov- 
ing as  rapidly  as  conditions  prevailing  in  desirable  territory  will 
permit.  Much  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  in  touch  with  land- 
owners,  many  of  whom  live  in  distant  parts  of  the  United  States,  also 
in  overcoming  obstacles  in  the  way  of  oil,  gas,  mineral,  timber  and 
other  leases.  However,  unless  unforeseen  conditions  arise  the  entire 
amount  allotted  to  our  use  for  this  purpose  will  be  judiciously  ex- 
pended and  preserves  located  in  portions  of  the  Commonwealth  where 
otherwise  no  lands  for  this  purpose  would  be  obtainable. 


CREATION  OF  AUXILIARY  GAME  PRESERVES. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  new  Auxiliary  Game  Preserve  Act  the 
sportsmen  have  not  had  time  to  become  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
this  phase  of  our  sanctuary  work  to  make  any  material  progress, 
but  during  the  coming  spring  and  summer  we  believe  many  desirable 
sanctuaries  of  this  character  will  be  added  to  the  game  preserve  sys- 
tem of  the  State.  These  preserves  are  particularly  beneficial  in 
increasing  small  game  of  all  kinds. 


INCREASE  OF  GAME  PROTECTORS. 

The  act  increasing  our  appointive  power  to  not  more  than  eighty 
Game  Protectors,  including  men  assigned  to  office  duty,  has  permitted 
us  to  organize  our  field  work  in  a systematic  and  business-like  manner 
that  is  already  proving  very  beneficial  throughout.  Since  the  death 
of  Mr.  Kelly,  our  Field  Superintendent,  who  had  special  charge  of  the 
preserve  work,  we  have  abolished  that  position  and  have  appointed 
additional  supervisory  officers,  known  as  Traveling  Game  Protectors. 
These  officer  s now  numbering  ten  aie  each  assigned  to  a given  terri- 
tory and  the  duties  heretofore  performed  by  the  Field  Superinten- 
dent imposed  upon  them  in  their  respective  districts.  The  supervisory 
officers  assist  the  Protectors  in  charge  of  county  districts  and  the 
Preserve  Keepers;  also  perform  special  work  separately  when  neces- 
sary, and  conduct  an  educational  campaign  among  the  people  hereto- 
fore impossible.  Improved  conditions  are  already  apparent,  and  lime 
will  further  demonstrate  the  undoubted  value  of  this  change  in  our 
field  organization. 

CHANGE  IN  SYSTEM  FOR  PAYMENT  OF  BOUNTIES. 

The  act  changing  the  method  for  the  payment  of  bounties  has  al- 
ieadv  proved  to  be  a very  desirable  piece  of  new  legislation.  Under 
the  old  system  a delay  of  sixty  to  ninety  days  always  occurred  from 
the  time  the  claim  was  received  at  our  Bounty  Division  until  the 
claimant  received  Iris  check  from  the  State  Treasurer,  while  under 
the  present  system  the  check  is  sent  out  by  return  mail  whenever  pos- 
sible. At  no  time  is  payment  delayed  more  than  a week  or  ten  days. 
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M 1SCELLANE0US. 

The  act  making  changes  in  certain  small  game  seasons  has  par-. 
Hally  met  the  desires  of  sportsmen,  although  sentiment  in  favor  of  a 
synchronous  season  for  all  small  upland  game  is  constantly  growing 
stronger  and  the  next  Legislature  will  no  doubt  be  importuned  to 
open  and  close  the  season  on  rabbits,  squirrels,  ruffed  grouse,  ring- 
neck  pheasants,  quail,  etc.,  on  the  same  dates.  If  this  can  be  brought 
about  conditions  Avill  be  materially  improved. 

The  act  returning  a portion  of  the  penalty  to  persons  who  through 
mistake  kill  an  illegal  deer  or  elk  while  not  generally  understood 
among  sportsmen  this  season  because  of  the  State  Printer’s  delay  in 
delivering  the  new  Game  Law  Pamphlets  is  meeting  the  entire  ap- 
proval of  sportsmen.  Reports  made  by  our  Acting  Secretary  since 
the  date  of  his  annual  report  indicate  that  a number  of  good  sports- 
men who  actually  made  mistakes  and  killed  illegal  deer  came  for- 
wa-rd  immediately  and  acknowledged  their  error  as  well  as  dressed 
and  hung  up  the  carcass  as  required  by  this  act.  They  later  received 
a return  of  one-fourth  of  the  penalty  paid.  When  this  law  becomes 
more  thoroughly  understood  we  are  sure  less  carcasses  of  illegal 
deer  wall  be  left  lying  in  the  forests  to  decay,  as  the  men  who  make 
an  error  will  have  an  incentive  besides  good  sportsmanship  to  come 
forward  and  acknowledge  same. 

County  Treasurers  assisted  splendidly  in  seeing  to  it  that  all 
foreign-born  residents  presented  naturalization!  papers  before  being 
issued  a Resident  Hunter’s  License,  and  these  people  were  caused 
but  little  trouble  this  year  through  improperly  issued  licenses. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  act  denying  a division  of  penalties  col- 
lected from  aliens  under  the  Alien  Dog  Law  and  the  Alien  Firearms 
Law  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  but  few  complaints  of  persecut'ons 
among  the  foreign-born  residents  of  tire  State,  as  was  formerly  the 
custom,  have  reached  us.  Our  several  salaried  officers  are  at  this 
time,  as  in  the  past,  making  a special  effort  to  educate  these  people 
to  the  provisions  of  these  laws  without  the  imposition  of  penalties, 
although  in  some  cases  apparently  the  only  remedy  is  to  impose  pen- 
alties in  order  that  the  provisions  of  this  law  must  be  obeyed. 

GAME  CONDITIONS. 

Information  gathered  by  us  individually  as  well -as  through  the  De- 
partment indicates  that  game  conditions  generally  were  more  favor- 
able throughout  the  State  this  year  than  for  some  time  past.  Re- 
liable data  recently  obtained  satisfies  us  that  we  have  more  game  of 
various  kinds  left  over  in  the  covers  of  Pennsylvania  at  this  time 
than  at  the  close  of  any  season  for  at  least  five  years  past.  Many 
sportsmen  as  well  as  old  experienced  employees  from  whom  informa- 
tion on  [this  subject  has  been  solicited  are  all  positive  in  their  state- 
ments that  rabbits,  squirrels,  ruffed  grouse,  quail,  deer,  and  bear  are 
all  found  in  sufficient  number  in  practically  all  sections  of  the 
State  to  supply  considerably  better  hunting  next  fall  than  the  sports- 
men enjoyed  this  year  regardless  of  the  fact  that  during  the 
season  just  closed  401,130  Resident  Hunters’  Licenses  and  1,128  Non- 
Resident  Hunters’  Licenses  were  isued.  The  highest  number  of  Resi- 
dent Licenses  heretofore  issued  in  any  one  year  was  315,474  in  1917. 
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The  number  of  farmers  and  their  tenants  who  are  permitted  to  hunt 
without  a license  added  to  the  licensed  hunters  this  year  we  are  con- 
fident will  make  a total  of  not  less  than  600,000  men  who  hunted 
for  game  in  Pennsylvania  this  year.  This  increase  in  the  number  of 
hunters  is  very  largely  attributable  to  improved  game  conditions  and 
the  prominence  our  work  has  attained. 

During  the  close  season  of  one  year  placed  on  ruffed  grouse  these 
birds  apparently  increased  nicely  in  all  sections  of  the  State  where 
they  had  not  been  too  closely  killed  off  prior  to  that  action,  but  in 
sections  where  they  had  almost  been  exterminated  they  were  barely 
able  to  survive  and  in  such  sections  perceptible  increase  has  been 
noted.  However,  many  sportsmen  who  hunted  for  grouse  during 
the  early  part  of  the  season  and  found  birds  scarce  were  surprised  to 
find  them  fairly  plentiful  in  the  same  territory  during  the  latter  part 
of  November  and  the  deer  season.  If  we  are  fortunate  in  having  a 
favorable  hatching  and  rearing  season  this  coming  spring  the  grouse 
will  again  be  fairly  plentiful. 

The  wild  turkeys  of  the  State  are  increasing  rapidly  and  the  sports- 
men generally  are  well  pleased  with  the  results  obtained.  Some  of 
these  birds  will  be  trapped  and  transferred  to  other  suitable  sections 
if  weather  conditions  are  favorable,  in  this  way  distributing  turkey 
hunting  over  a larger  portion  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Deer  are  increasing  very  rapidly,  the  total  number  of  legal  bucks 
killed  this  year  being  2,913  in  comparison  with  1,754  last  year,  which 
had  been  the  highest  number  killed  in  any  one  year  previous.  If 
the  same  ratio  of  increase  continues  it  will  be  but  a matter  of  a 
short  time  until  the  annual  kill  of  legal  male  deer  in  Pennsylvania 
will  outdo  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

The  bear  have  increased  very  rapidly  and  in  some  sections  are  be- 
coming somewhat  of  a menace  to  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants,  not 
so  much  because  of  the  actual  damage  done  as  the  undesirable  effect 
upon  the  increase  of  sheep  and  other  livestock  in  those  sections. 
Farmers  become  fearful  and  discouraged,  frequently  disposing  of  their 
flocks  lest  the  bears  begin  destroying  their  sheep,  and  we  believe  it 
would  again  be  advisable  to  permit  through  proper  legislation  the 
use  of  pens  for  the  taking  of  bears.  If  deemed  necessary  the  number 
of  bears  that  may  be  taken  in  one  pen  in  one  season  can  be  limited. 

The  elk  introduced  are  apparently  increasing  nicely,  although  com- 
plaints relative  to  damage  and  annoyances  continue  reaching  us.  Our 
previous  conclusion  that  Pennsylvania  does  not  afford  sufficiently  ex- 
tensive range  for  elk  is  without  doubt  correct,  although  the  opening 
of  the  season  in  1921  may  have  a desirable  effect  and  cause  these 
animals  to  retreat  to  more  extensive  range  areas. 

We  invite  your  attention  to  the  addendum  to  our  Secretary’s  re- 
port relative  to  game  killed,  etc.,  which  data  we  believe  is  accurate 
concerning  the  kill  of  large  game  and  quite  authentic  relative  to 
small  game  of  various  kinds  killed  during  the  season  just  closed. 

HUNTING  ACCIDENTS. 

According  to  data  collected  there  were  35  fatal  hunting  accidents 
and  128  non-fatal  accidents  during  the  hunting  season  just  closed,  as 
compared  with  19  fatal  accidents  and  48  non-fatal  accidents  during 
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the  season  of  1918.  With  a considerably  larger  number  of  hunters 
than  ever  before  it  is  to  be  expected  that  there  will  also  be  more 
accidents,  but  it  does  seem  to  us  that  the  number  of  such  accidents 
is  unnecessarily  large.  From  data  collected  we  are  satisfied  that 
approximately  75%  of  these  accidents  occur  through  the  careless  use 
of  firearms  by  boys  from  14  to  17  years  of  age.  How  to  materially 
reduce  the  percentage  of  accidents  is  a difficult  question.  Many 
sportsmen  throughout  the  State  today  feel  that  no  boy  under  17  years 
of  age  should  be  permitted  to  carry  firearms  unless  accompanied  by 
a parent  or  other  responsible  adult.  This  would  no  doubt  help  ma- 
terially and  overbalance  the  inconvenience  caused  such  boys  who  de- 
sire to  hunt. 

We  regret  exceedingly  to  report  that  during  the  deer  season  just 
closed  a man  was  killed  in  mistake  for  a deer.  This  is  the  first  year 
since  1914  that  this  has  occurred.  This  shooting  occurred  in  Hunting- 
don County  when  A.  L.  Stapleton,  a local  resident,  shot  and  killed 
Chalmers  Horton,  of  Mount  Union,  leaving  a wife  and  a number  of 
small  children.  In  the  hope  that  deaths  of  this  sort  may  be  materially 
reduced  if  not  entirely  eliminated  we  would  recommend  the  passage 
of  an  act  similar  to  the  bill  proposed  by  Hon.  J.  G.  Dell,  of  Hunting- 
don County,  in  the  1915  Session  of  the  Legislature,  which  provided 
that  if  a man  shot  another  in  mistake  for  game  of  any  kind  he  should 
be  indictable  for  manslaughter,  and  the  law-abiding  sportsmen 
throughout  the  State  are  heartily  in  favor  of  a bill  of  this  kind.  A 
liberal  dissemination  of  the  contents  of  an  act  of  this  sort  would 
undoubtedly  prove  a very  beneficial  deterrent  at  least  to  persons  dis- 
posed to  be  careless  in  this  respect. 

GAME  SANCTUARIES. 

Our  system  of  game  sanctuaries  is  undoubtedly  the  most  prac- 
ticable method  yet  devised  to  increase  our  native  game  of  various 
kinds.  Each  of  these  preserves  is  producing  more  desirable  game 
each  year  than  we  could  hope  to  raise  on  any  game  farm,  and  many 
other  States  are  adopting  this  method  to  increase  their  native  game 
supply.  States  where  game  farms  have  been  in  vogue  for  a number 
of  years  are  also  adopting  this  plan  in  a number  of  instances. 

While  we  at  this  time  have  but  twenty-four  regular  game  pie- 
serves  and  six  auxiliary  game  preserves,  we  hope  to  establish  not 
less  than  twelve  to  twenty  additional  preserves  within  the  next  year 
with  as  many  of  the  auxiliary  preserves  as  can  be  properly  located. 

BOUNTIES. 

The  method  now  used  for  the  payment  of  bounties  on  noxious 
animals  of  various  kinds  in  Pennsylvania  is  by  far  the  best  bounty 
system  in  use  in  the  United  States  today.  The  sportsmen  generally 
are  well  pleased  with  the  results  secured  and  fraudulent  claims  have 
practically  been  eliminated.  Our  records  show  that  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  bounties  were  paid  on  442  wild  cats,  4,246  red  foxes,  4,474 
grey  foxes,  5,189  minks,  and  34,625  weasels,  the  moneys  so  paid  out 
aggregating  $69, 254.00.  Bounties  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  $6.00  each 
for  wild  cats,  $2.00  each  for  foxes,  and  $1.00  each  for  minks  and 
weasels  killed  prior  to  June  1st,  since  which  time  the  bounty  is  $8.00 
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for  wild  cats  and  $2.00  each  for  weasels.  The  increase  in  bounties 
as  made  in  the  new  bounty  act  at  the  instance  of  sportsmen  is  un- 
doubtedly inducing  more  people  of  the  Commonwealth  to  make  a 
special  effort  to  destroy  these  enemies  of  game  and  wild  birds.  Time 
alone  will  demonstrate  the  benefit  of  this  phase  of  our  work. 


PURCHASE  OF  GAME. 

Repeated  efforts  demonstrate  beyond  question  that  we  can  never 
hope  to  materially  increase  game  of  any  kind  through  releasing  birds 
and  animals  that  may  be  purchased,  principally  because  no  desirable 
game  of  any  kind  can  be  secured  in  sufficient  quantities.  We  are,  there- 
fore, putting  forth  our  utmost  effort  to  improve  conditions  so  that  our 
native  game  may  increase  to  the  maximum.  We  are  encouraging  the 
planting  of  nut-bearing  trees  of  all  kinds,  mulberry  trees,  sweet 
cherry  trees,  etc.,  wherever  possible,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  our  sanc- 
tuaries every  effort  possible  is  being  made  to  supply  a goodly  variety 
of  food  of  all  kinds  for  game  as  well  as  wild  birds. 


RE-STOCKING  BEAVER. 

In  an  endeavor  to  re-establish  the  beaver  in  Pennsylvania  as  a wild 
life  asset,  as  well  as  to  improve  fishing  conditions  and  conserve  the 
flow  of  water  through  the  dams  built  by  these  animals,  a number  of 
colonies  are  being  established,  especially  at  our  game  preserves  where 
suitable  waters  are  available.  A colony  started  at  our  preserve  near 
Sizerville,  Cameron  County,  in  1917  where  a single  pair  were  released, 
is  thriving  nicely  and  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  conversant 
with  this  action  are  very  much  pleased  with  our  efforts  to  again  add 
these  desirable  fur-bearing  animals  to  our  fauna. 


PRESENCE  OF  OTTER. 

An  authentic  report  reached  our  office  only  a few  days  ago  that 
on  Dec.  26th  an  otter  was  killed  on  Hicks  Run  in  Cameron  County 
near  our  game  preserve  in  that  section.  The  otter  while  quite  plenti- 
ful in  Pennsylvania  in  years  gone  by,  in  recent  years  has  been  prac- 
tically exterminated  because  of  its  valuable  fur  and  is  very  rare  in 
this  part  of  North  America  at  this  time.  The  killing  of  one  of  these 
animals  in  Pennsylvania  is,  therefore,  such  an  unusual  occurrence 
that  we  thought  it  advisable  to  make  special  note  of  same. 

SONG  AND  INSECTIVOROUS  BIRDS. 

Practically  all  beneficial  song  and  insectivorous  birds  appear  to 
be  increasing  splendidly.  More  people  are  daily  taking  an  interest 
in  the  bird  life  of  Pennsylvania  principally  because  of  the  value  of 
their  lifework.  Through  educational  work  we  are  doing  along  this  line 
coming  generations  will  contain  a goodly  percentage  of  bird  con- 
servationists which  will  in  future  years  beyond  question  mean  much 
to  our  people  economically. 
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ASSISTANCE  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS. 

Our  officers  are  continuing  to  render  all  possible  assistance  to  the 
Department  of  Fisheries  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Fish  Laws ; to  the 
Department  of  Forestry  in  extinguishing  forest  fires ; and  to  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Dog  License  Law. 
Such  assistance  is  not  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  regular  work 
of  the  Game  Protectors,  and  while  no  large  amount  of  energy  can  be 
devoted  to  any  of  these  interests  ,by  any  one  officer,  taken  in  the 
aggregate  much  benefit  is  resulting  from  such  help. 


STATUS  OF  FUNDS. 


By  reference  to  Financial  Statements  attached  to  the  report  of  our 
Acting  Secretary  you  will  note  that  on  December  1st,  1918,  we  had 
to  our  credit  in  the  Game  Propagating  Fund  in  the  State  Treasury 
from  license  fees,  fines,  etc.,  a total  of  $293,451.06.  The  deposits  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  November  30th  were  $201,393.86,  and  the  total 
expenditures  from  that  fund  $250,444.03,  leaving  a net  balance  to 
our  credit  in  the  Propagating  Fund  November  30th,  1919  of  $244,- 
400.89. 

In  the  Bounty  Fund  on  December  1st,  1918,  we  had  a balance  of 
$265,779:84  in  the  State  Treasury.  The  deposits  to  this  fund  during 
the  year  ending  November  30th  were  $186,909.06,  and  the  total  dis- 
bursements $78,365.02,  leaving  a balance  of  $374,323.88  to  our  credit 
in  the  Bounty  Fund  on  November  30th,  1919. 

Your  special  attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  this  office  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  collected  and  paid  into  the  funds  set  aside  for 
our  use  a total  of  $28,701.06  in  penalties  and  fees  for  propagating, 
taxidermists,  and  other  similar  licenses.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
our  officers  are  each  primarily  an  educational  factor  in  the  territory 
under  his  control  rather  than  a collector  of  revenue  through  penalties, 
etc.,  the  amount  deposited  with  the  funds  of  the  Department  during 
the  year  is  rather  surprising. 

We  feel  confident  that  the  work  of  our  Board  throughout  is  in 
better  condition  at  this  time  than  was  heretofore  possible.  Our  field 
work  is  properly  systematized  and  more  people  are  constantly  com- 
ing forward  and  lending  assistance  in  a manner  that  is  very  gratify- 
ing. This  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  sportsmen  of  the  State 
more  and  more  realize  that  the  work  of  the  Department  is  entirely 
for  their  welfare;  that  if  the  best  possible  results  are  to  be  attained 
they  must  actively  co-operate  both  individually  and  collectively  with 
the  forces  that  are  endeavoring  to  improve  their  pleasure  and  recrea- 
tion. Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  B.  PENROSE, 

President. 

JNO.  M.  PHILLIPS, 

W.  B.  McCALEB, 

H.  J.  DONALDSON, 

J.  S.  SPEER, 

GEO.  D.  GIDEON, 

Board  of  Game  Commissioners. 


A * 

SETH  E.  GORDON, 
Secretary. 
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Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  1st,  1919. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  Game  Commissioners,  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen:  I beg  to  submit  the  following  Annual  Report  cover- 

ing the  work  of  the  Department  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  which, 
because  of  continual  growth  and  larger  field  of  activities,  is  of  neces- 
sity rather  voluminous  in  order  that  you,  as  well  as  the  sportsmen 
ol  the  State  and  others  interested,  may  obtain  a comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  the  results  obtained,  although  I am  frank  to  admit  that  be- 
cause of  the  press  of  urgent  administrative  duties  so  suddenly  thrust 
entirely  upon  me  I am  unable  to  do  the  work  of  the  Department 
justice  in  this  report. 

OBITUARY. 

DR.  JOSEPH  KALBFUS,  NESTOR  OF  GAME  AND  WILD  BIRD 
PROTECTION  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Through  the  tragic  and  untimely  death  of  our  Chief,  Dr.  Joseph 
Kalbfus,  when  the  automobile  in  which  he  was  riding  in  the  active 
performance  of  liis  duties,  accompanied  by  E.  W.  Kelly,  was  struck 
at  the  Farley  Road  Crossing  near  Tiona,  Warren  County,  about  noon 
on  Sunday  August  10th,  1919,  by  an  eastbound  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road express  train,  the  sportsmen  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  interests 
of  conservation  throughout  the  United  States  lost  a faithful,  con- 
scientious leader  with  a wide  range  of  experience  and  a fund  of  knowl- 
edge that  can  never  be  replaced.  Through  his  death  the  Common- 
wealth lost  one  of  the  most  earnest,  conscientious  officials  ever  found 
in  public  service  and  those  of  us  who  had  the  privilege  of  knowing 
him  best  have  lost  a staunch,  loyal  friend  who  was  ever  ready  to 
lend  a helping  hand  to  his  fellowmen.  I myself  shall  always  con- 
sider it  an  unusual  privilege  to  have  been  associated  with  him  for 
a number  of  years  as  a co-worker  and  understudy,  so  to  speak. 

Few  sportsmen  throughout  the  State  know  that  while  Dr.  Kalbfus 
became  Secretary  to  your  Board  on  October  1st,  1895,  and  in  that 
capacity  executive  officer  of  the  Department,  he  did  that  work  with- 
out recompense  and  without  clerical  or  field  assistance  of  any  kind 
for  a period  of  six  years  before  an  appropriation  was  made  to  pay 
for  the  services  of  a Secretary  and  that  during  that  period  he  was 
compelled  to  spend  a portion  of  his  time  at  his  dental  practice  to 
keep  himself  and  family  supplied  with  the  necessities  of  life.  Because 
of  this  condition  he  worked  at  his  office  late  into  the  night  for 
months  at  a stretch  to  jn’operly  administer  the  duties  of  his  office,  or 
spent  days  of  most  difficult  travel  and  faced  untold  dangers  in  the 
performance  of  necessary  field  work. 

Dr.  Kalbfus  was  born  April  12,  1852,  at  Williamsport,  Lycoming 
County,  and  when  a mere  boy  went  to  the  western  frontier,  where  he 
spent  six  eventful  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
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read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Carbon  County  Bar.  He  then  be 
came  a revenue  officer  in  the  coal  region  section  of  the  State  during 
the  Mollie  Maguire  days  in  which  service  he  performed  a most  hazard- 
ous duty  with  the  utmost  fidelity.  Later  lie  was  appointed  to  a clerk- 
ship in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth;  then 
studied  dentistry  and  followed  that  profession  exclusively  until  he 
took  up  the  work  of  the  Game  Commission.  His  reputation  as  a con- 
servationist soon  spread  throughout  the  Nation  and  his  sound  logic 
and  experience  frequently  came  to  the  assistance  of  sister  States  who 
solicited  his  advice.  During  the  latter  years  of  liis  life  the  rank  and 
file  of  sportsmen  in  Pennsylvania  were  awakening  to  the  importance 
of  the  great  work  he  had  accomplished  for  them,  and  as  time  goes 
on  the  foundational  work  wrought  by  Dr.  Kalbfus  will  be  more  and 
more  appreciated. 

E.  W.  KELLY,  SPORTSMAN  AND  CONSERVATIONIST. 

In  the  passing  of  E.  W.  Kelly,  (more  familiarly  known  as  “Woody” 
Kelly),  of  DuBois,  who  was  killed  in  the  same  railroad  crossing  ac- 
cident, the  Commonwealth  lost  a worthy,  upright,  conscientious  of- 
fice]' who,  because  of  early  training  and  experience  was  eminently 
fitted  to  fill  the  position  of  Field  Superintendent,  having  special 
supervision  over  the  Game  Preserves.  For  years  prior  to  his  connec- 
tion with  our  force  which  dated  from  August  1st,  1913,  ‘‘Woody” 
Kelly  was  known  throughout  the  State  as  a sportsman  of  the  highest 
type  and  a formidable  adversary  in  any  sportsmen’s  contest,  especially 
trap-shooting,  or  pistol  or  rifle  matches. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  always  ready  to  do  everything  in  his  power  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  sportsmen  of  Pennsylvania  either  day  or 
night  regardless  of  hardships  or  personal  welfare  and  wherever  he 
went  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  he  found  willing  hands  to  assist 
him.  The  very  presence  of  “Woody”  Kelly  in  any  section  of  the  State 
where  hunters  were  disposed  to  be  careless  relative  to  the  observance 
of  the  Game  Laws  was  sufficient  in  most  cases  to  compel  such  individ- 
uals to  put  up  their  guns  and  respect  the  law.  Oddly  enough,  too, 
the  majority  of  the  men  whom  he  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
was  compelled  to  prosecute  later  became  some  of  his  staunchest 
friends.  His  loss  is  also  an  irreparable  one  deeply  mourned  by  tho  e 
who  knew  him. 

NEW  LEGISLATION— SESSION  OF  1919. 

For  some  unknown  reason  the  volume  of  bills  introduced  in  the 
1919  Session  of  the  General  Assembly  affecting  game  and  wild  birds 
was  smaller  than  usual,  although  because  of  the  continually  growing 
interest  in  out  door  recreation  and  sports  a number  of  proposed  bills 
pertaining  thereto  may  be  expected  to  make  their  appearance  at  each 
session  of  the  Legislature.  A few  new  features  were  added  to 
slatutes  already  on  the  books,  and  several  desirable  new  acts  were 
passed,  which  as  a matter  of  general  information  I deem  it  advisable 
to  take  up  separately,  as  follows : 
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PURCHASE  OF  LANDS  FOR  GAME  PRESERVES. 

Since  it  lias  been  demonstrated  that  the  game  sanctuary  idea  as 
originated  in  Pennsylvania  is  beyond  question  the  most  practical 
method  through  which  various  species  of  game  may  be  perpetuated 
and  increased,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  establish  at  least  one  of 
these  sanctuaries  or  preserves  in  every  county  of  the  State  where 
suitable  lands  can  be  obtained  for  that  purpose.  It  was  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  lands  owned  by  the  Commonwealth  were  located  mostly 
in  the  central  portion  of  the  State  and  that  some  other  available 
lands  must  be  secured  if  this  program  was  to  be’  carried  out.  The 
tirst  thought  was  to  lease  suitable  tracts  until  some  more  desirable 
method  would  be  developed.  In  the  meantime  unused  revenue  from 
the  Resident  Hunters’  Licenses  was  accumulating  in  the  State  Treas- 
ury and  those  interested  thought  it  would  be  much  better  business 
to  purchase  lands  for  game  sanctuary  purposes,  to  be  retained  per- 
petually for  that  use,  than  to  expend  moneys  in  leasing  suitable  tracts 
and  improving  game  conditions  thereon  with  the  possibility  that  at 
the  expiration  of  the  lease  the  lands  so  used  might  pass  out  of  the 
control  of  the  Commonwealth.  A bill  with  this  end  in  view  was 
prepared  and  introduced,  which  received  almost  unanimous  support 
from  both  sportsmen  and  Members  of  the  Legislature.  Under  its  pro- 
visions as  passed  the  Game  Commission  is  authorized  to  expend  not 
to  exceed  $100,000.00  from  the  License  Fund  the  first  vear,  and  not 
to  exceed*  $50,000.00  annually  thereafter  for  the  purchase  of  lands  in 
portions  of  the  State  where  the  Commonwealth  does  not  now  own 
suitable  lands.  The  consummation  of  plans  for  the  purchase  of  suit- 
able lands  already  under  way  I am  confident  will  entirely  satisfy  the 
desires  of  the  sportsmen  of  the  State.  By  purchasing  a tract  of  five 
to  eight  thousand  acres  in  each  case  as  proposed,  creating  on  the 
central  portion  a preserve,  covering  approximately  half  of  the  area, 
and  leaving  the  balance  open  to  hunting  during  the  open  season, 
sportsmen  will  have  a suitable  place  to  hunt  for  all  time  without  the 
annoyance  of  being  confronted  with  trespass  notices. 

AUXILIARY  PRESERVE  ACT. 

The  Auxiliary  Preserve  Act  of  1917  was  found  to  be  inadequate 
because  such  preserves  were  governed  by  the  same  law  as  applied  to 
regular  Game  Preserves,  and  lands  were  not  freely  offered  as  con- 
templated for  use  as  Auxiliary  State  Game  Preserves  due  to  such  re- 
strictions. At  the  instance  of  sportsmen  a bill  was  drafted  giving 
the  Game  Commission  authority  to  fix  the  regulations  governing 
Auxiliary  State  Game  Preserves.  This  bill  was  introduced,  passed 
and  approved,  and  I am  confident  a number  of  these  sanctuaries  will 
be  established  during  the  coming  year. 

INCREASE  OF  GAME  PROTECTORS. 

The  number  of  Game  Protectors  that  could  be  appointed  under  the 
last  amendment  to  the  organic  law  creating  the  Commission  was 
limited  to  sixty  officers,  and  since  the  sportsmen  throughout  the  State 
felt  that  we  should  have  an  officer  for  every  county,  with  such  super- 
visory officers  as  might  be  most  conducive  to  best  results,  it  was 
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deemed  advisable  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a maximum  of 
eighty  Game  Protectors,  and  a bill  prepared  accordingly  was  passed 
and  approved.  This  appointive  power  covers  such  employees  as  may 
be  appointed  Game  Protectors  and  detailed  to  office  duty,  officers 
detailed  to  supervisory  positions,  and  officers  in  charge  of  county 
district.  Good  results  will  undoubtedly  follow  this  increase  of  of- 
ficers, since  we  must  if  possible  expend  more  energy  in  taking  care 
of  our  native  game  instead  of  depending  upon  restocking  with  im- 
ported birds  and  animals. 

NEW  BOUNTIES  AND  SYSTEM  OF  PAYMENT. 

The  system  for  the  payment  of  bounties  provided  for  by  the  Act 
of  1915  was  a very  decided  improvement,  but  the  delay  occasioned 
through  the  routine  necessary  before  claimants  received  settlement 
for  their  bounty  claims  resulted  in  much  dissatisfaction.  A new 
bounty  bill  was  prepared  and  introduced  providing  for  the  payment 
of  all  claims  direct  from  our  office,  which  bill  prior  to  its  final  passage 
was  amended  increasing  the  bounty  on  the  wild  cat  from  six  dollars 
to  eight  dollars,  and  on  the  weasel  from  one  dollar  to  two  dollars. 
This  bill  as  passed  and  approved  provides  a very  satisfactory  system 
and  I believe  is  less  susceptible  to  fraud  than  any  system  for  the 
payment  of  bounties  in  use  in  America. 

CHANGE  OF  SEASONS. 

While  a number  of  bills  affecting  the  game  seasons  were  introduced, 
but  few  minor  changes  were  made.  The  blackbird  season  was  opened 
one  month  earlier,  on  August  1st  instead  of  September  1st ; the  wood- 
cock season  was  changed  to  open  October  1st  instead  of  October  20th ; 
and  the  red  squirrel  was  taken  from  the  list  of  game  animals  en- 
tirely, thus  permitting  the  killing  of  these  squirrels  at  any  time  of 
the  year.  The  open  season  as  now  provided  for  woodcock  removes  a 
heretofore  very  serious  barrier  to  a synchronous  season  for  small 
upland  game,  such  as  ruffed  grouse,  ring-neck  pheasants,  quail,  squir- 
rels, rabbits,  etc.,  so  much  desired  by  fully  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
small  game  hunters,  and  if  these  sportsmen  continue  their  demands 
for  such  season  the  next  Legislature  will  no  doubt  provide  a season 
for  these  birds  and  animals  for  the  month  of  November  only.  Many 
sportsmen  in  the  wild  turkey  sections  of  the  State  believe  that  the 
turkey  season  should  also  be  made  for  the  same  period,  and  if  our 
turkeys  continue  increasing  as  they  have  during  the  past  four  years 
they  could  no  doubt  stand  a season  of  this  length  and  everybody 
would  have  an  equal  chance. 

KILLING  DEER  OR  ELK  BY  MISTAKE. 

Under  our  law  as  it  heretofore  prevailed  the  man  who  actually 
killed  a large  game  animal  by  mistake  had  no  incentive  other  than 
good  sportsmanship  to  impel  him  to  dress  and  hang  up  the  carcass 
and  come  in  and  acknowledge  the  wrong  done  and  pay  his  penalty. 
As  a result  of  several  cases  during  the  1918  season  considerable  senti- 
ment crystallized  in  favor'  of  returning  to  a man  who  made  a mistake 
of  this  kind  a portion  of  the  penalty,  and  the  result  was  the  in- 
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troduction  and  passage  of  an  act  providing  that  where  a man  makes 
a mistake  and  kills  an  illegal  deer  or  elk,  not  intentionally  or  care- 
lessly shooting  at  snch  animal  regardless  of  its  legality,  such  person 
may  come  forward  within  twenty-four  hours  and  acknowledge  the 
error  made,  see  to  it  that  the  carcass  is  dressed  and  hung  up,  make 
an  affidavit  giving  the  details  surrounding  same,  and  pay  to  the  De- 
partment direct  or  through  officials  designated  the  full  penalty.  We 
then  have  an  investigation  made  and  if  the  statement  made  is  found 
correct  one-fourth  of  the  penalty  will  be  returned.  While  a number 
of  men  who  make  mistakes  will  take  advantage  of  this  act  this  season, 
I am  confident  that  when  the  provisions  of  the  act  become  generally 
known  many  honest  sportsmen  will  annually  take  advantage  of  same 
to  the  benefit  of  themselves  as  well  as  the  Commonwealth  through 
the  recovery  of  the  carcasses  of  rnanj^  animals  that  were  heretofore 
unfit  for  food  when  found. 

ALIENS  TO  PRESENT  NATURALIZATION  PAPERS  WHEN 
APPLYING  FOR  LICENSES. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  Resident  Hunter’s  License  Law  in  1913 
unnaturalized  foreign-born  residents  were  continuously  getting  into 
trouble  through  a belief  that  if  they  were  issued  a license  they  would 
be  entitled  to  hunt.  To  safeguard  these  people  in  every  way  possible 
as  well  as  to  prevent  violations  of  the  Alien  Firearms  Law  those  in- 
terested had  introduced  an  amendment  to  the  Resident  Hunter’s  Li- 
cense Act  requiring  officials  issuing  licenses  to  give  certain  specified 
data  on  the  license  of  all  naturalized  foreign-born  persons.  During  the 
present  hunting  season  I am  pleased  to  say  but  few  cases  have  been 
reported  where  aliens  secured  licenses,  indicating  that  the  officials 
issuing  the  Hunters’  Licenses  were  making  an  effort  to  comply  with 
this  Act,  to  the  provisions  of  which  we  called  their  special  attention 
immediately  after  the  licenses  were  distributed. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Among  the  bills  of  lesser  importance  affecting  our  work  passed  by 
the  last  Legislature  may  be  mentioned  the  act  denying  a division  of 
penalties  collected  from  aliens  under  either  the  Alien  Dog  Law  or 
the  Alien  Firearms  Law,  thus  taking  away  the  incentive  for  the  per- 
secution rather  than  the  prosecution  of  these  people  by  unscrupulous 
persons ; the  act  protecting  the  skunk  and  the  muskrat  and  provid- 
ing an  open  season  from  November  16th  to  the  end  of  February  and 
the  act  extending  protection  to  foxes  in  Chester  and  Montgomery 
Counties.  This  office,  however,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  latter  two  acts  mentioned,  although  information  relative 
to  same  is  supplied  whenever  desired. 

Several  meritorious  bills  affecting  sportsmen  failed  of  passage, 
among  them  being  a bill  attempting  to  throw  open  to  the  use  of  the 
sportsmen  of  the  State  all  wild,  unfenced,  unimproved  land  for  the 
purpose  of  hunting  and  fishing,  but  apparently  the  import  of  a bill 
of  this  sort  was  not  generally  understood  and  same  failed  to  pass. 
Organized  sportsmen  are  now  taking  this  matter  up  in  the  hope  of 
educating  the  people  of  the  State  to  the  necessity  for  legislation  along 
this  line  in  order  that  the  system  prevalent  in  European  countries, 
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viz.,  only  a certain  class  of  the  populace  permitted  to  enjoy  the  pleas- 
ures of  hunting,  shall  not  further  encroach  upon  the  hunting  terri- 
tory of  the  sportsmen  in  general  in  Pennsylvania.  One  most  per- 
nicious custom  that  has  lecently  become  established  in  certain  sec- 
tions of  the  State  most  surely  needs  serious  consideration.  I refer 
to  the  formation  of  an  organization  among  large  as  well  as  small 
landowners,  posting  their  lands  in  the  name  of  the  organization 
against  trespass,  and  then  charjring  men  who  desire  to  hunt  thereon 
a fee  of  one  dollar  and  upwards  per  day  for  the  privilege.  I very 
much  question  whether  any  of  the  people  who  have  become  connected 
with  a movement  of  this  kind  have  given  a single  moment  of  serious 
thought  to  the  rights  of  their  fellowmen  and  the  fact  that  the  game 
found  on  their  lands  in  a wild  state  belongs  to  all  the  people  of  the 
State  in  their  collective  capacity  and  not  to  the  individuals  who  for 
the  time  being  may  own  or  control  those  lands.  I feel  confident  the 
next  Legislature  will  be  called  upon  to  give  these  matters  further  con- 
sideration. 

• ADMINISTRATION  OF  FIELD  WORK. 

The  administration  of  our  held  work  as  directed  at  your  meetings 
in  July  and  October  is  already  securing  very  desirable  results. 
Through  the  abolishment  of  the  position  of  Field  Superintendent, 
which  officer  attempted  to  look  after  the  preserve  work  exclusively, 
and  imposing  such  duties  on  the  ten  Traveling  Game  Protectors  as 
the  supervisory  officers  in  charge  of  the  districts  allotted  to  them, 
this  work  is  distributed  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  officer  nearby 
who  frequently  gets  in  personal  touch  with  the  Game  Preserve 
Keepers,  ready  to  render  such  assistance  as  necessary,  thus  securing 
better  results  in  that  direction  than  heretofore  possible. 

Through  these  Traveling  Game  Protectors  we  are  now  able  to 
secure  a more  uniform  enforcement  of  the  law  not  heretofore  obtain- 
able when  but  one  officer  was  expected  to  cover  the  entire  State. 
Each  supervisory  officer  at  this  time  has  from  five  to  seven  counties 
to  cover  and  makes  a specialty  of  assisting  new  and  inexperienced 
officers  to  get  properly  started  in  the  work,  helping  experienced  of- 
ficers in  difficult  problems  whenever  needed,  etc.  This  also  permits 
special  investigations  whenever  necessary  without  leaving  a district 
unprotected  as  urns  previously  the  case,  and  in  addition  gives  us  an 
opportunity  to  do  an  educational  work  heretofore  impossible  among 
the  sportsmen,  schools,  etc.,  that  will  mean  more  for  the  cause  of 
conservation  in  future  years  than  anything  we  might  do  in  the  way 
of  enforcing  the  law  at  this  time.  We  today  have  ten  persons  assist- 
ing us  to  every  one  person  who  helped  us  five  or  six  years  ago,  and  by 
systematically  carrying  out  our  educational  work  as  proposed  we 
can  materially  increase  this  ratio  in  the  next  two  or  three  years. 

Since  these  supervisory  officers  have  been  appointed  we  have  been 
holding  a meeting  of  these  men  at  Harrisburg  each  month.  Each 
Traveling  Protector  examines  the  reports  of  the  officers  in  his  dis- 
trict and  then  brings  up  for  discussion  and  instructions  any  questions 
that  might  be  of  benefit  to  all.  Such  instructions  as  necessary  for 
the  ensuing  month  are  then  given,  all  Traveling  Protectors  in  turn 
assisting  and  instructing  the  Protectors  in  their  respective  districts 
as  much  as  possible  prior  to  the  next  ensuing  meeting,  and,  as  above 
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stated,  this  plan  of  securing  uniformity  in  the  work  cannot  help  bnt 
materially  improve  conditions  generally,  and  while  insufficient  time 
has  elapsed  to  fully  demonstrate  the  improvement  in  the  work,  1 am 
confident  that  this  system  is  practical  and  will  he  entirely  satisfac- 
tory. 

As  desired  hy  the  sportsmen,  every  county  except  three  has  a Game 
Protector  to  look  after  their  interests  in  that  county,  and  because  of 
the  reduced  territory  now  allotted  to  each  Game  Protector  more  ef- 
ficient work  will  necessarily  follow.  In  sections  where  still  addi- 
tional help  is  needed  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors  have  been  em- 
ployed for  such  periods  as  necessary  to  assist  the  Game  Protectors  in 
charge  of  the  county  districts.  The  great  majority  of  these  Special 
officers  have  rendered  very  excellent  assistance  so  far  this  season  and 
the  sportsmen  are  well  pleased  with  the  good  results  obtained  from 
this  additional  help. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  sportsmen  of  the  State  are  be- 
ginning to  realize  more  fully  than  ever  that  since  game  of  no  kind  can 
be  secured  in  large  quantities  for  re-stocking  purposes  the  more  pro- 
tection we  can  accord  our  native  game  birds  and  animals  during 
the  breeding  season,  as  well  as  at  all  other  times  of  the  year,  the 
better  conditions  will  gradually  become  and  give  their  entire  approval 
to  the  employment  of  such  number  of  officers  as  may  be  necessary  to 
control  conditions  properly. 

GAME  CONDITIONS. 

From  reports  gathered  personally  and  through  our  officers  I am 
satisfied  game  conditions  generally  are  quite  favorable,  especially 
when  the  unusually  large  number  of  hunters  each  year  is  taken  into 
consideration.  Present  indications  are  that  between  370,000  and 

400.000  Resident  Hunters’  Licenses  and  probably  1,000  Non-Resident 
Hunters’  Licenses  will  be  issued  this  year.  There  are  not  less  than 

200.000  fanners  and  their  children  in  the  State  who  hunt,  without 
a license,  on  their  own  and  immediately  adjacent  lands,  making  a 
total  army  of  approximately  600,000  men  hunting  for  game  of  various 
kinds  this  year.  Many  young  men  who  prior  to  entering  Federal 
Service  were  not  interested  in  firearms  and  hunting  have  this  year 
taken  up  this,  the  greatest  of  out-door  sports,  and  these  added  to  the 
coal  miners,  who  hunted  extensively  while  on  strike,  helped  make  up 
this  unusually  large  number  of  hunters  this  season.  How  we  can 
ever  hope  to  maintain  a game  supply  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands 
of  such  an  army  of  hunters  is  a quandary  to  me,  unless  each  of  us 
is  willing  to  look  the  question  squarely  in  the  face  and  be  satisfied 
with  a bag  that  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  would  not  have  been  con- 
sidered at  all  worth  while.  I am  glad  to  say  the  great  majority  of 
the  sportsmen  of  Pennsylvania  today  look  upon  hunting  as  a source 
of  pleasure  and  recreation,  and  not  a source  of  revenue  in  dollars 
and  cents  as  was  the  case  in  years  gone  by. 

While  an  army  of  men  hunted  for  game  of  various  kinds  in  Penn- 
sylvania this  season,  data  recently  received  from  many  reliable 
sportsmen  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  as  well  as  our  officers  of  long 
experience,  satisfies  me  that  we  have  more  small  game  of  all  kinds, 
such  as  wild  turkeys,  grouse,  quail,  rabbits,  squirrels,  etc.,  left  over 
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for  breeding  purposes  than  at  the  close  of  any  season  during  the  past 
five  years.  I am  making  this  statement  advisedly  and  conservatively, 
and  if  weather  conditions  during  the  present  winter  and  coming 
spring  and  summer  are  favorable  I look  forward  to  the  best  hunt  mg 
season  in  a decade  for  game  of  all  kinds  in  1920. 

DEEK. 

The  rapid  increase  of  these  animals  in  all  suitable  sections  of  the 
State  is  very  gratifying.  This  increase  is  especially  marked  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  Game  Preserves  and  in  the  counties  which  were 
re-stocked  and  closed  for  a number  of  years.  Early  information 
reaching  me  while  this  report  is  being  written  indicates  that  there 
are  from  60,000  to  75,000  men  hunting  with  rifles  or  shotguns  loaded 
with  bullets  in  the  deer  territory  of  the  State.  Because  of  the  work 
of  the  Department  thousands  of  men  will  again  enjoy  deer  hunting 
in  territory  near  their  place  of  residence  where  only  a few  years  ago 
these  animals  were  no  longer  extant;  in  many  cases  old  firearms  al- 
most forgotten  because  of  disuse  will  be  pressed  into  service  and  men 
of  advancing  years  will  again  be  thrilled  with  the  pursuit  of  the  wary 
buck  which  in  their  several  communities  had  long  since  passed  out 
except  in  memory,  and  if  the  sportsmen  in  these  portions  of  the  Com- 
monwealth where  we  have  again  brought  back  the  deer  will  only  be 
careful  to  observe  the  law  these  animals  will  continue  increasing  from 
year  to  year.  In  one  county  recently  stocked  the  sportsmen  felt  the 
season  should  be  closed,  but  feeling  that  the  game  preserve  created 
in  that  section  prior  to  stocking  with  deer  would  supply  a haven  of 
refuge  and  the  deer  continue  increasing  under  the  protection  we  are 
now  able  to  accord,  such  action  was  discouraged.  Knowing  that  there 
are  not  less  than  twenty  legal  bucks  among  the  deer  released  last 
winter  I am  rather  anxious  to  learn  just  how  many  of  these  bucks 
will  fall  before  the  fire  of  the  host  of  riflemen  who  intend  hunting  in 
that  section. 

Keports  relative  to  damage  done  to  growing  crops  of  various  kinds 
by  deer  continue  to  reach  us,  and  I am  afraid  that  ere  many  years  the 
Legislature  must  provide  some  method  for  reducing  the  number  of 
female  deer  or  life  around  the  headquarters  of  your  Commission 
will  not  be  all  sunshine.  Quite  a number  of  sportsmen  recommend 
placing  in  the  hands  of  the  Game  Commission  such  power  as  may  be 
necessary  to  declare  a close  season  on  male  deer  with  horns  two  inches 
or  more  above  the  hair  and  provide  a short  season,  say  a few  days, 
for  the  killing  of  female  deer  in  counties  where  the  does  become  too 
plentiful.  In  this  manner  they  argue  the  ratio  of  buck  to  does  will 
be  changed  very  materially  in  one  short  season  and  at  the  same  time 
make  it  entirely  safe  for  the  sportsmen.  Others  are  disposed  to  per- 
mit the  females  to  die  off  of  old  age  rather  than  kill  them  in  this  or 
any  other  manner  regardless  of  the  damage  they  may ’do,  but  this 
will  in  many  cases  impose  hardships  upon  landowners  adjacent  to 
deer  territory  that  would  be  entirely  unfair  and,  therefore,  be  con- 
trary to  the  tenets  of  true  sportsmen.  I mention  this  phase  of  the 
deer  situation  in  order  that  the  matter  may  be  given  careful  con- 
sideration prior  to  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  at  which  time 
I apprehend  bills  dealing  with  this  question  will  be  introduced  at 
the  instance  of  persons  interested. 
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ELK. 

From  data  collected  during  the  past  year  I am  positive  that  the 
elk  are  increasing  nicely  in  several  sections  of  the  State  without 
being  likely  to  annoy  landowners  for  many  years  to  come,  while  in 
other  portions  of  the  Commonwealth  less  extensive  in  area  these 
animals  are  a constant  source  of  annoyance.  If  conditions  in  the 
meantime  do  not  become  unbearable,  I am  hoping  that  the  killing  of 
legal  bulls  in  1921  will  have  a very  desirable  effect  upon  the  balance 
of  the  herd  in  such  instances  where  they  are  somewhat  out  of  place. 

BEAR. 

Authentic  reports  reaching  us  as  well  as  investigations  on  the  part 
of  our  officers  and  myself  convince  me  beyond  question  that  these 
animals  are  more  plentiful  in  Pennsylvania  today  than  for  many 
years,  and  numerous  complaints  relative  to  damage  to  livestock  and 
bees  have  been  investigated.  In  many  of  these  alleged  depredations 
to  livestock,  especially  sheep,  by  bears,  investigation  showed  that 
dogs  were  chiefly  responsible,  but  a number  of  cases  investigated  in- 
dicate conclusively  that  bears  were  the  culprits.  While  the  kill- 
ing of  livestock  is  not  a customary  trait  of  black  bears  it  is  evident 
that  certain  individuals  develop  a mania  to  kill  livestock,  and  in 
Potter  County  especially  a number  of  farmers  have  sustained  losses 
while  many  others  have  disposed  of  their  entire  flock  of  sheep  be- 
cause they  fear  inroad  from  bear.  As  a result  a petition  has  been 
presented  to  the  Board  asking  that  the  county  be  opened  for  a 
period  to  the  killing  of  bears  except  through  steel  traps  and  dead- 
falls. 

Because  of  the  dense  underbrush  in  many  parts  of  the  bear  ter- 
ritory these  animals  are  reasonably  secure  from  extermination  by 
hunters  with  rifles,  and  I am  confident  from  the  increase  made  dur- 
ing the  past  three  years  that  such  hunting  will  not  keep  the  bears 
in  check  in  many  sections  of  the  State.  Because  of  this  condition 
many  of  our  best  sportsmen  are  recommending  that  the  use  of  pens 
under  restrictions  as  deemed  necessary  again  be  legalized,  the  thought 
being  that  not  more  than  one  bear  should  be  taken  in  one  pen  during 
any  one  season.  This  question  merits  careful  consideration  prior  to 
the  meeting  of  the  next  Legislature. 

RABBITS. 

While  rabbits  were  apparently  unusually  scarce  during  the  season 
of  1918,  the  kill  so  far  for  1919  has  been  very  satisfactory  in  most 
sections  of  the  State  and  I am  confident  we  will  have  many  more 
rabbits  left  over  for  breeding  purposes  than  we  had  last  year.  There 
is,  however,  a continuously  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  reducing 
the  daily  bag  limit  for  rabbits  to  five  or  six,  also  to  limit  the  season 
to  the  month  of  November.  It  is  claimed,  and  justly  so  in  many  cases, 
that  ten  rabbits  per  day  is  more  than  the  average  sportsman  desires 
to  kill  or  can  consume  in  the  average  family  within  a reasonable 
time;  that  if  a smaller  bag  limit  were  fixed  good  rabbit  hunting 
could  be  had  practically  all  through  the  season,  instead  of  killing 
most  of  the  rabbits  the  first  two  or  three  days  of  the  open  season  as 
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is  now  the  case.  In  view  of  the  ever  increasing*  number  of  hunters  in 
the  State,  at  least  eighty-live  per  cent,  of  whom  are  rabbit  hunters, 
I do  not  hesitate  to  predict  that  rabbits  would  not  become  super- 
abundant with  a smaller  daily  bag  and  a season  for  November  only. 
Should  the  rabbits  not  be  killed  off  closely  enough  during  such  season 
we  could  make  excellent  use  of  the  surplus  for  stocking  purposes. 
In  some  sections  the  sportsmen  now  claim  there  are  sufficient  rabbits 
to  permit  good  hunting  throughout  a season  of  two  or  three  months, 
but  the  moment  one  of  our  representatives  begins  making  arrange- 
ments to  trap  some  rabbits  in  that  section  for  stocking  purposes  in 
other  parts  of  the  State  where  badly  needed,  all  kinds  of  protests 
reach  us  forthwith. 

Varying  hares,  commonly  known  as  snow-shoe  or  jack  rabbits,  are 
apparently  increasing  in  those  portions  of  the  State  where  they  are 
usually  found,  and  many  sportsmen  annually  derive  a lot  of  pleasure 
out  of  hunting  these  vari  colored  fleet-footed  denizens  of  the  forest. 

SQUIRRELS. 

In  many  sections  of  the  State  these  animals  were  more  plentiful 
this  year  than  for  some  time  past.  In  a number  of  cases  they  de- 
stroyed considerable  corn  and  incited  numerous  complaints  relative 
to  the  damage  they  were  committing.  In  sections  where  we  have  been 
stocking  fox  squirrels  these  animals  are  apparently  doing  very  well. 
Reports  reaching  me  recently  indicate  that  we  have  a goodly  supply 
of  squirrels  left  over  for  stocking  pur  poses  and  with  proper  feeding 
in  sections  where  natural  food  is  scarce  we  should  have  excellent 
squirrel  hunting  next  year. 

WILD  TURKEYS. 

We  had  more  wild  turkeys  when  the  squirrel  season  opened  this 
year  than  found  in  Pennsylvania  for  at  least  twenty-five  to  thirty 
years  past,  and  a number  of  old  turkey  hunters  informed  me  person- 
ally that  they  were  positive  we  had  more  turkeys  in  the  better  turkey 
portions  of  the  State  than  we  have  had  for  fifty  years.  While  these 
latter  statements  may  be  somewhat  exaggerated,  I do  know  of  my 
own  knowledge  that  the  turkeys  have  increased  wonderfully.  In 
many  places  where  we  have  been  stocking  wild  turkeys  I find  the 
birds  are  becoming  established  and  prospects  for  turkey  hunting  in 
those  sections  in  future  years  are  very  encouraging.  In  some  sections 
the  turkeys  destroyed  considerable  buckwheat  for  nearby  farmers 
and  to  avoid  this  as  well  as  supply  food  we  have  been  paying  persons 
in  position  to  do  so  for  the  sowing  of  buckwheat  and  other  grains  to 
be  left  for  feed  for  the  turkeys  and  other  game  birds.  We  have  in 
this  way  secured  very  good  results.  Unfortunately  for  the  law-abid- 
ing sportsmen  who  enjoy  wild  turkey  hunting  some  unscrupulous 
hunters  killed  a number  of  these  noble  game  birds  during  the  squirrel 
season,  and  while  upwards  of  fifty  of  these  pre-season  turkey  hunters 
have  been  successfully  prosecuted  and  compelled  to  pay  a penalty  of 
$25.00  each  and  costs,  still  many  of  our  best  sportsmen  are  of  the 
opinion  that  but  few  more,  if  any,  additional  turkeys  would  be 
killed  if  all  small  game  as  well  as  turkeys  were  to  come  in  November 
1st  and  close  November  30tli,  thus  giving  everybody  an  equal  chance. 
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At  the  time  the  turkey  season  was  fixed  for  the  last  fifteen  days  of 
November  the  turkeys  needed  this  additional  protection  badly  be- 
cause the  season  for  small  game  then  extended  over  a period  of 
forty-five  days  throughout. 


RUFFED  GROUSE. 

The  rest  of  one  season  given  this,  the  kind  of  American  game  birds, 
was  very  beneficial  in  many  sections  of  the  State  where  they  had  not 
previously  been  too  closely  killed  off,  but  in  a number  of  sections 
where  they  had  been  almost  exterminated  from  over  shooting,  etc., 
no  perceptible  increase  has  been  noted.  From  recent  reports,  how- 
ever, I am  confident  that  because  of  weather  and  food  conditions 
during  the  first  half  of  the  open  season  the  birds  were  very  much 
scattered,  while  men  who  covered  the  same  territory  later  in  the 
season  report  finding  more  birds  than  on  their  first  trip  over  the 
same  ground.  From  reports  covering  practically  every  part  of  the 
Commonwealth  I am  satisfied  that  with  a good  hatching  season  next 
year  our  grouse  will  again  be  sufficiently  plentiful  to  supply  good 
shooting,  although  in  some  sections  the  sportsmen  feel  the  season 
should  again  be  closed.  Whether  petitions  to  this  end  will  be  filed 
1 am  as  yet  unable  to  say,  but  I have  been  hoping  that  this  periodical 
scarcity  of  grouse  will  soon  have  passed  so  that  the  birds  may  be 
better  able  to  withstand  the  increased  demands  upon  them  because 
of  the  continuously  growing  army  of  wing-shots,  good  roads,  the  use 
of  automobiles,  etc. 


RING-NECK  PHEASANTS. 

While  these  imported  birds  can  never  be  expected  to  take  the 
place  of  the  ruffed  grouse,  commonly  called  pheasant,  still  the  re- 
ports relative  to  their  increase  in  most  sections  of  the  State  are 
quite  encouraging,  and  many  men  who  have  heretofore  hunted  ex- 
clusively for  grouse  now  spend  their  time  hunting  for  ring-necks, 
thus  relieving  the  drain  on  the  grouse.  I am  satisfied  that  the  re- 
leasing of  the  mature  birds  is  far  preferable  to  supplying  eggs  insofar 
as  increasing  the  number  of  birds  for  a given  outlay  is  concerned.  .1 
do  find,  however,  that  through  attempting  to  hatch  and  rear  the 
ring-necks  we  frequently  get  persons  actively  interested  in  the  work 
ol  the  Department  that  would  otherwise  take  but  little  or  no  interest, 
so  that  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  eggs  in  my  opinion  is  a 
judicious  expenditure  of  a portion  of  the  sportsmen’s  funds.  In  the 
latter  part  of  this  report  you  will  find  a tabulated  statement  cover- 
ing the  results  from  pheasant  eggs  this  year,  and  next  year  we  will 
be  in  position  to  give  more  complete  data  on  this  subject,  as  blanks 
have  been  prepared  upon  which  to  collect  same  so  we  can  tell  defi- 
nitely during  what  period  after  hatching  most  of  the  chicks  are 
lost,  etc.  From  data  now  in  hand  it  is  evident  that  most  of  the 
losses  occur  during  the  first  and  second  weeks  after  hatching.  One 
of  the  men  who  reared  the  largest  percentage  of  birds  hatched  took 
the  eggs  out  of  a guinea  hen’s  nest  and  substituted  the  ring-neck 
eggs,  leaving  the  guinea  fowl  rear  the  birds  just  as  guineas  are  ushally 
reared,  with  excellent  results.  Persons  attempting  to  hatch  eggs  in 
incubators  have  not  met  with  any  worthwhile  degree  of  success? 
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QUAIL. 

In  a number  of  sections  more  Bob-white  quail  were  reported  this 
year  than  for  some  years  past,  but  so  many  farmers  prohibit  the 
killing  of  these  birds  that  the  number  killed  during  the  open  season 
will  run  approximately  the  same  as  heretofore.  In  other  portions  of 
the  State  the  birds  have  not  increased  perceptively,  although  the  few 
birds  secured  from  Mexico  last  spring  did  very  well.  We  were  un- 
able to  give  the  new  quail  traps  a proper  test  last  winter,  but  if 
jn’esent  weather  conditions  continue  we  hope  to  try  these  traps  thor- 
oughly this  winter  so  that  the  coveys  may  be  trapped  and  cared  for 
as  well  as  broken  up  in  pairs  at  the  proper  time. 

In  those  sections  where  farmers  prohibit  quail  hunting  it  would 
be  to  their  interest  as  well  as  to  the  interest  of  the  sportsmen  of  the 
State  to  trap  and  separate  and  coveys  even  though  many  of  the  birds 
would  be  placed  on  surrounding  lands.  In  this  manner  many  coveys 
cf  birds  would  be  produced  and  from  an  economic  standpoint  accom- 
plish much  more  than  by  leaving  the  original  covey  intact.  The  great 
trouble  is  that  the  owners  of  the  lands  in  many  cases  do  not  under- 
stand and  are  afraid  someone  is  merely  desirous  of  destroying  their 
feathered  friends.  We  are  doing  what  we  can  to  have  landowners 
see  this  matter  in  its  proper  light. 

The  Hungarian  quail  seem  to  be  increasing  slowly  in  several  sec- 
tions where  they  have  gotten  a start,  and  rather  encouraging  reports 
are  received  from  time  to  time  relative  to  the  increase  of  the  Gambel 
Quail.  What  the  ultimate  result  of  these  experiments  may  be  remains 
to  be  seen,  but  the  sportsmen  in  the  sections  where  these  birds  are 
found  are  quite  enthusiastic  and  are  doing  their  best  to  give  them  a 
proper  chance. 

WILD  WATER-FOWL. 

Stream  conditions  were  more  favorable  in  Pennsylvania  this  fall 
than  for  several  years  past,  and  many  sportsmen  enjoyed  excellent 
shooting.  These  birds  are  apparently  increasing  under  the  Federal 
law  and  the  sportsmen  generally  seem  quite  well  satisfied  with  the 
results  being  secured. 


WOODCOCK. 

In  a number  of  sections  of  the  State,  probably  because  of  the 
earlier  season,  woodcock  shooting  was  somewhat  better  than  hereto- 
fore, although  the  number  of  birds  is  usually  too  limited  to  afford 
good  shooting.  The  sportsmen  generally  throughout  the  State  I be- 
lieve would  be  pleased  to  see  the  Federal  authorities  accord  these 
birds  a closed  season  of  about  five  years  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  it  has  been  hoped  this  would  be  done.  It  would  be  use- 
less for  one  or  two  states  to  close  to  these  birds  with  only  flight 
shooting  and  then  have  the  birds  thus  savpd  killed  off  while  passing 
through  States  farther  south. 

BLACKBIRDS  AND  REED-BIRDS. 

Under  the  earlier  season  provided  for  blackbirds  many  more  of 
these  birds  were  killed  than  any  time  for  a number  of  years  past; 
these  birds  apparently  being  present  in  considerably  larger  numbers 
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than  heretofore,  and  I am  convinced  that  the  judgment  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  providing  an  earlier  season  was  most  satisfactory  not  only 
to  sportsmen  but  to  persons  who  during  previous  years  sustained  con- 
siderable damage  to  corn,  oats,  etc. 

Through  a ruling  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Washington,  the  sportsmen  of  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  States 
again  enjoyed  reed-bird  shooting.  The  action  taken  in  this  matter 
has  done  lunch  to  restore  among  sportsmen  confidence  in  the  Federal 
authorities  having  to  do  with  game  and  wild  birds,  especially  in  the 
southeastern  portion  of  the  State,  where  most  of  the  reed-bird  shoot- 
ing occurs. 


ISSUANCE  OF  HUNTERS’  LICENSES. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  season  of  1918  when  we  found 
that  the  number  of  Resident  Hunters'  Licenses  issued  was  311,290 
and  the  issuance  of  Non-Resident  Hunters’  Licenses  was  178  with  the 
season  closed  to  grouse  and  thousands  of  our  young  men  in  the 
federal  service,  we  concluded  to  order  and  distribute  25,000  more  li- 
censes and  tags  than  in  any  previous  year,  or  approximately  350,000 
Resident  Hunters’  Licenses,  with  such  number  of  Non-Resident 
Hunters’  Licenses  as  necessary,  the  latter  being  issued  from  a con- 
tinuous supply  while  the  former  are  printed  specifically  for  each  year. 
The  demand  for  licenses  and  tags  far  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  esti- 
mates and  County  Treasurers  soon  began  placing  orders  for  so 
many  additional  licenses  and  tags  that  the  supply  of  extra  tag  ma- 
terial was  quickly  exhausted  and  an  additional  supply  unobtainable 
in  sufficient  time  to  be  of  use  this  year.  After  the  tag  material  was 
used  up  the  licenses  were  printed  and  distributed  without  tags  and 
the  sportsmen  asked  to  make  their  own  tags  from  such  material  as 
might  be  available,  and  I want  to  commend  most  highly  the  manner 
in  which  the  sportsmen  of  the  State  assisted  us  by  complying  with 
our  request. 

Present  indications  are  that  between  370,000  and  400,000  Resident 
Hunters’  Licenses  were  issued,  with  probably  1,000  to  1,200  Non- 
Resident  Hunters’  Licenses.  It  is  conservatively  estimated  that  there 
are  200,000  men  in  the  State  hunting  annually, without  licenses  on 
the  land  whereon  they  reside  and  cultivate  and  immediately  adjacent 
lands,  and  this  number  added  to  the  licensed  sportsmen  comprises 
an  army  of  approximately  000,000  men  hunting  for  game  in  Penn- 
sylvania this  year.  How  it  is  possible  for  game  of  any  kind 'to  sur- 
vive, let  alone  increase,  is  a wonder  to  me.  I fear  that  some  of  the 
men  who  cannot  understand  why  game  of  various  kinds  is  not  more 
plentiful  do  not  stop  to  think  that  it  is  entirely  unfair  to  compare 
present  conditions  with  conditions  that  prevailed  twenty-five  or  more 
years  ago  when  probably  not  more  than  75,000  men  in  the  State 
hunted  regularly  and  a great  deal  of  primitive  game  cover  still  re- 
mained ; when  improved  firearms  and  ammunition  of  the  present  day 
type  were  unknown;  when  improved  highways  and  automobiles  were 
not  everywhere  present  to  carry  men  to  and  from  the  best  game  covers 
of  the  State;  and  before  present  day  methods  of  developing  hundreds 
of  wing-shots  through  trap-shooting  organizations  everywhere  over 
the  State. 
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This  unusually  large  issuance  of  licenses  in  Pennsylvania  this  year 
is  directly  attributable  to  improved  game  conditions  generally  and 
to  the  return  of  our  hoys  from  federal  service  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  hunting  as  well  as  hundreds  of  young  men  who  during  fed- 
eral service  for  the  first  time  became  interested  in  the  use  of  firearms. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  ever-growing  trend  to  out-cloor  sports,  the 
coal  strike  in  the  bituminous  regions  of  the  State,  etc.,  added  mate- 
rially to  the  number  of  hunters,  and  I feel  confident  that  as  the  work 
of  the  Department  is  brought  more  and  more  prominently  before  the 
people  of  the  State  and  game  conditions  are  gradually  improved,  tire 
number  of  licenses  to  hunt  in  Pennsylvania  will  likewise  increase. 

In  order  to  avoid  delays  in  having  additional  licenses  printed  for 
such  counties  as  may  exhaust  their  original  quota,  I propose  issuing 
a goodly  supply  to  each  County  Treasurer  for  1020,  and  then  have 
printed  in  consecutive  numerical  order  an  additional  number  of  thou- 
sands to  be  held  at  the  office  in  Harrisburg  and  sent  orrt  quickly  to 
such  counties  as  may  need  same.  This  extra  issuance  of  license  tags 
will  not  bear  a county  number,  but  will  instead  bear  the  words 
•‘Special  Issue”  and  the  numbers  sent  each  county  necessary  will  be 
properly  recorded  in  the  office  at  Harrisburg  for  reference  at  any 
future  time. 

In  the  addendum  to  this  report  we  hope  to  give  figures  on  the  li- 
censes issued  this  year. 

HUNTING  ACCIDENTS. 

T regret  to  say  that  from  early  reports  reaching  us  it  is  apparent 
that  the  number  of  hunting  accidents,  both  fatal  and  non-fatal,  will 
run  considerably  higher  this  year  than  heretofore.  It  is  of  course 
to  be  expected  that  because  of  the  larger  number  of  hunters  there 
will  likely  be  more  accidents,  but  early  r eports  indicate  an  unusually 
high  percentage  this  season.  The  only  way  1 can  account  for  this 
condition  is  because  more  inexperienced  boys  and  men  are  hunting 
than  ever  before.  See  addendum  for  final  figures. 

In  this  connection  I would  say  that  many  sportsmen  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  agree  absolutely  with  the  provisions  of  a bill  in- 
troduced in  the  1915  Session  of  the  Legislature  by  Hon.  J.  G.  Dell  of 
Huntingdon  County  providing  that  whenever  a man  kills  another  in 
mistake  for  game  he  should  be  indictable  for  manslaughter  and  pro- 
secuted accordingly,  and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  an  act  of  this  sort 
if  given  plenty  of  publicity  would  mean  much  to  the  sportsmen  of 
the  State,  as  there  is  Positively  no  excuse  for  any  man  to  shoot  an- 
other in  mistake  for  game  of  any  kind  if  reasonable  care  is  exercised. 

GAME  PRESERVES. 

The  Pennsylvania  Game  Preserve  system  continues  finding  favor 
wherever  the  plan  is  presented,  while  other  States  are  gradually  tak- 
ing up  this  method  of  increasing  their  native  game  supply  rather  than 
depending  upon  game  farms.  Up  to  this  time  the  only  worth  while 
results  have  been  attained  with  the  ring-neck  pheasants,  which,  from 
the  true  sportsman’s  viewpoint,  cannot  be  compared  with  any  of  our 
native  game  birds.  In  the  territory  surrounding  each  of  our  Game 
Preserves  game  conditions  are  gradually  improving,  this  being  es- 


pecially  true  relative  to  deer,  wild  turkeys,  ruffed  grouse,  squirrels, 
etc.,  the  increase  in  many  eases  being  so  phenomenal  that  persons 
who  have  not  actually  examined  into  conditions  are  inclined  to  doubt 
the  statements  made  relative  thereto.  On  vaiious  occasions  when  ad- 
dressing sportsmen  I have  referred  to  the  increase  of  deer  surrounding 
the  Mont  Alto  (fame  Preserve,  and  1 have  told  my  audiences  that  in 
the  fall  of  190(i  but  four  deer  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages  were  killed 
in  that  territory,  that  during  the  summer  of  1907  the  preserve  was 
created  and  stocked  during  the  following  winter  with  twenty-five  deer, 
twenty-two  does  and  three  bucks,  that  each  year  since  1915  the  kill  of 
legal  male  deer  in  that  surrounding  territory  has  been  approximately 
250  bucks,  and  that  this  season  will  undoubtedly  be  about  300  to  325 
legal  deer.  T have  noticed  sportsmen  assume  "a  nonchalant  air  in- 
dicative of  “you  must  show  me.”  Just  as.  the  deer  have  increased  at 
this  preserve,  so  they  are  increasing  at  practically  every  preserve  in 
the  State. 

During  the  past  year  no  new  sanctuaries  of  the  regular  type  were 
created,  largely  because  of  difficulties  experienced  in  securing  proper 
lands  under  conditions  that  would  justify  such  action.  In  the  western 
part  of  the  State  we  have  been  experiencing  practically  everything  of 
an  adverse  nature  imaginable  and  since  there  were  no  State  forest 
lands  worth  while  tire  only  hope  of  getting  preserves  in  that  section 
seemed  to  lie  in  either  renting  or  purchasing  the  necessary  lands. 
M hen  the  bill  authorizing  the  Game  Commission  to  purchase  suitable 
lands  out  of  the  Resident  Hunters’  License  Fund  to  be  set  aside  and 
used  perpetually  for  Game  Preserves  was  introduced  the  sportsmen 
of  the  State  at  once  got  behind  the  proposition  and  the  bill  went 
through  the  Legislature  without  opposition.  Since  that  time  con- 
siderable trouble  has  been  experienced  in  locating  the  various  owners 
of  lands  that  would  be  suitable  for  our  purpose,  or  if  located  it  has 
frequently  taken  many  weeks  for  them  to  decide  upon  a price  for 
their  holdings.  Some  of  them  first  want  to  test  for  oil  or  gas  or 
minerals,  so  that  getting  suitable  tracts  rounded  up  for  purchase  has 
proved  to  be  a slow  proposition.  The  death  of  our  Chief.  Dr.  Kalbfus, 
who  at  that  very  time  was  going  over  suitable  lands  to  be  purchased 
lor  this  purpose,  has  also  considerably  delayed  matters  along  this 
line,  but  indications  now  are  that  two  or  three  suitable  tracts  can  be 
closed  up  definitely  in  the  near  future  and  several  of  the  tracts  now 
under  lease  can  be  purchased  outright  at  nominal  figures. 

With  the  twenty -four  regular  preserves  we  now  have  and  the  ad- 
ditional sanctuaries  that  can  1 believe  be  established  in  portions  of 
Ihe  Commonwealth  where  suitable  lands  are  available  I see  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  during  the  coming  year  increase  our  sanctuaries 
to  a total  of  forty. 

In  addition  to  these  regular  game  preserves  each  in  charge  of  an 
officer  we  now  have  six  Auxiliary  State  Game  Preserves,  which  tracts 
vary  in  size  from  five  hundred  acres  to  two  thousand  acres,  and  fre- 
quently include  agricultural  as  well  as  brush  and  forest  lands.  These 
smaller  sanctuaries  are  especially  adapted  to  preserve  and  increase 
small  game  of  all  kinds  and  if  advantageously  placed  T am  sure  will 
very  materially  assist  in  solving  the  question  of  perpetuating  and 
increasing  the  ruffed  grouse,  wild  turkey,  etc.  in  the  portions  of  the 
Commonwealth  where  situated.  Under  the  new  Auxiliary  State 
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Game  Preserve  law  the  creation  of  these  sanctuaries  is  more  flexible 
and  I am  confident  many  more  of  these  tracts  will  be  offered  for  the 
use  of  the  Commission  for  periods  of  ten  to  twenty  years. 

FEEDING  OF  GAME. 

While  last  winter  very  little  feeding  of  any  kind  was  necessary 
due  to  the  lack  of  snow,  in  anticipation  of  more  severe  winter  weather 
ail  officers  were  some  time  ago  instructed  to  get  in  touch  with  sports- 
men throughout  their  respective  territories  and  make  arrangements 
to  have  game  of  all  kinds  fed  whenever  necessary,  also  to  make  a 
special  effort  to  trap  a number  of  covoys  of  quail  in  the  new  traps 
supplied  last  year  in  order  that  the  birds  may  be  cared  for  during  the 
winter  time  and  properly  paired  off  next  spring.  Wherever  necessary 
the  assistance  of  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors  under  pay  at  a 
reasonable  rate  will  be  secured  as  heretofore  to  help  cover  the  re- 
spective counties  thoroughly,  and  in  the  portions  of  the  State  where 
there  are  goodly  numbers  of  wild  turkeys  considerable  special  as- 
sistance will  be  employed,  so  that  nothing  may  be  left  undone  in  the 
way  of  supplying  food  wherever  possible.  The  sportsmen  throughout 
the  State  have  in  the  past  rendered  splendid  assistance  in  the  feeding 
of  game  of  all  kinds,  and  I am  sure  will  do  their  utmost  during  the 
present  winter  if  necessary.  While  most  species  of  game  birds  and 
animals  can  survive  a most  severe  winter  fairly  well  without  feed, 
still  if  supplied  food  they  will  come  through  in  better  condition  and 
produce  more  young  with  far  more  stamina  than  would  otherwise  be 
possible,  so  that  the  feeding  of  game  birds  and  animals  will  at  all 
times  be  a profitable  expenditure  of  time,  energy  and  money. 

BOUNTIES. 

v 

The  people  throughout  the  Commonwealth  interested  in  bounties 
are  very  much  pleased  with  the  new  system  for  the  payment  of  boun- 
ties and  the  increase  in  the  bounties  for  the  weasel  and  the  wild  cat 
is  without  question  causing  people  to  take  more  interest  in  killing 
these  game  destroyers  than  heretofore.  There  has  always  been  room 
for  doubt  as  to  whether  or  not  the  reward  or  bounty  was  any  addi- 
tional inducement  over  and  above  the  inborn  desire  of  all  hunters 
and  farmers  to  kill  game  and  poultry  destroyers,  or  whether  many  of 
the  animals  classed  as  vermin  would  not  he  caught  in  traps  set  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  furs  regardless  of  the  bounty  offered.  To  a 
certain  degree  both  these  positions  are  correct  and  the  offering  of  a 
reward  does  not  cause  the  destruction  of  any  additional  animals  in 
many  such  cases,  but  on  the  other  hand  I am  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  bounty  is  an  incentive  to  put  forth  a special  effort  to  catch 
animals  on  which  a bounty  is  offered.  Only  recently  I personally  ac- 
companied a man  around  his  trap  line  where  traps  had  been  set 
almost  exclusively  for  wild  cat,  and  whenever  this  trapper  found  a 
weasel  was  working  on  his  bait  he  also  judiciously  placed  a weasel 
trap  and  in  this  way  annually  catches  many  weasels  that  the  average 
trapper  would  not  bother  about  were  it  not  for  the  bounty. 

In  some  portions  of  the  State  I find  trappers  dislike  that  feature 
of  the  new  bounty  law  compelling  the  sending  of  all  skins  to  Harris- 
burg for  examination  at  the  time  the  affidavit  is  sent,  but  when  it  is 
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explained  that  this  was  done  to  safeguard  their  interests  and  to  keep 
unscrupulous  individuals  from  stealing  their  money  through  false 
claims  they  are  entirely  satisfied.  All  valuable  furs  are  returned  by 
insured  mail,  and  the  same  identical  skins  we  receive  are  returned  in 
each  case  to  the  claimant,  and  I believe  that  after  a time  this  dissatis- 
faction will  be  entirely  overcome.  At  any  rate,  the  prompt  payment 
of  claims  under  the  present  system  from  our  office  and  the  increase 
in  certain  bounties  will  far  overbalance  the  inconvenience  of  sending 
skins  to  Harrisburg.  The  amount  now  being  paid  out  in  bounties 
daily  varies  from  four  hundred  dollars  to  seven  hundred  dollars  and 
extra  help  is  necessary  to  handle  the  large  volume  of  work  until  the 
rush  season  is  over  the  latter  part  of  March.  From  time  to  time  we 
slill  have  men  who  try  to  collect  bounty  money  fraudulently.  All 
claims  that  appear  unreasonable  are  promptly  investigated  by  a 
capable  officer  and  then  finally  disposed  of  after  receiving  a com- 
plete report  in  each  such  case.  If  attempts  are  made  to  collect  monev 
fradulently  prosecutions  follow  forthwith,  there  having  been  about 
six  such  cases  during  the  past  year  jvhicli  were  successfully  prose- 
cuted to  a satisfactory  conclusion.  Only  several  days  ago  we  re- 
ceived the  skins  of  four  grey  squirrels  with  the  flesh  side  out,  the 
hair  on  the  tails  clipped  and  blackened  with  either  stove  or  shoe 
polish,  and  the  edges  of  the  fur  blackened  or  smudged,  which  the 
man  in  his  affidavit  swore  were  weasels  and  that  they  had  been  killed 
on  certain  specifically  named  dates,  which  dates  happened  to  be 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  season  for  squirrels.  This  case  is  being 
investigated  and  prosecution  will  follow  promptly.  We  are  also  re- 
ceiving almost  daily  one  or  more  “wild  cats”  belonging  to  the  various 
breeds  familiarly  known  as  Maltese,  Angoras,  etc.,  which  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  I believe  are  sent  us  in  good  faith  bv  persons,  igno- 
rant of  the  species  necessary  to  secure  the  bounty.  ‘While  hunting 
they  find  these  animals  in  the  forests  far  from  any  place  of  habitation 
and  take  it  for  granted  they  are  wild  cats  or  else  they  would  not  be 
m that  place.  No  prosecutions  have  in  the  past  been  brought  in 
such  claims  as  those  killing  such  animals  have  been  doing  God’s  ser- 

Mce  for  the  sportsmen  and  should  be  encouraged  rather  than  dis- 
couraged. 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  report  you  will  find  a detailed  statement 
ot  the  bounty  claims  from  each  county  during  the  past  fiscal  vear, 
also  a statement  showing  the  claims  passed  bv  months  which  will 
show  the  months  during  which  our  force  in  the  Bounty  Division  is 
compelled  to  work  both  early  and  late  to  keep  up  with  the  rush  at 
that  time. 

USE  OF  POISON  IN  DESTROYING  VERMIN. 

This  method  of  destroying  vermin  of  various  kinds  has  not  been  ex- 
ensnely  employed  and  has  been  used  mostly  in  the  game  sanctuaries 
of  the  State.  V hen  used  elsewhere  it  has  been  placed  with  extreme 
care  well  back  from  habitation  so  that  dogs  or  other  domestic 
animals  m their  proper  place  would  not  be  destroyed,  and  then  it  has 
been  placed  m dens,  hollow  logs,  etc.,  in  a vehicle  that  will  decompose 
quickly  unless  taken.  No  poison  of  any  kind  except  strvcknine  is  per- 
mitted, which  from  numerous  experiments  does  not  injure  such  o-ame 
birds  as  might  find  and  eat  same. 
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The  use  of  poisoned  corn  for  the  destruction  of  surplus  crows  by 
our  representatives  has  proved  most  satisfactory  with  no  injurious 
results  to  beneficial  birds  of  any  kind. 

A number  of  complaints  have  reached  the  office  during  the  past 
year  about  what  was  purported  to  be  the  improper  and  outrageous 
use  of  poison  on  the  part  of  our  representatives.  Each  of  these  com- 
plaints has  been  investigated  and  in  no  case  was  such  careless  or 
improper  use  of  poison  properly  chargeable  to  employees  of  the  De- 
partment. I am  satisfied  that  instead  individuals  who  desired  to 
reflect  upon  the  work  of  tire  Game  Commission  saw  to  it  that  these 
outrages  were  committed  causing  the  killing  of  valuable  dogs,  etc., 
and  that  the  responsibility  was  placed  upon  our  officer  in  that  dis- 
trict. In  other  cases  I am  confident  that  the  antipathy  to  certain 
hunting  dogs  in  various  sections  of  the  Commonwealth  caused  in- 
dividuals of  low  repute  to  place  poison  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
destroying  such  dogs.  In  some  parts  of  the  State  deer  hunters  have 
killed  every  dog  that  came  into  their  deer  hunting  territory,  while  in 
other  places  the  feeling  against  bird  dogs  makes  it  unwise  to  take 
such  dogs  into  those  sections.  In  still  other  cases,  and  probably  in 
a great  majority  of  instances  where  dogs  were  killed  in  large  numbers 
persons  interested  in  sheep  took  such  steps  as  in  their  judgment  were 
necessary  to  protect  their  flocks,  and  while  all  of  these  practices  de- 
serve most  severe  condemnation  and  were  violations  of  a general 
statute  prohibiting  the  placing  of  poison  outside  of  buildings,  still 
it  is  absolutely  unfair  to  charge  such  misdeeds  to  our  employees.  A 
number  of  complaints  relative  to  the  destruction  of  game  of  various 
kinds  through  strychnine  have  been  carefully  investigated  without 
any  foundation  in  truth  except  where  in  several  cases  dead  opossums 
were  found.  In  one  instance  a raccoon  badly  decomposed  was  found 
and  apparently  had  died  from  other  causes,  but  in  no  instance  have 
we  been  able  to  find  trace  of  a single  wild  turkey,  or  ruffed  grouse, 
or  deer,  or  squirrel,  or  rabbit  killed  through  the  use  of  strychnine 
placed  for  vermin  by  representatives  of  the  Department. 

It  is  my  intention  to  follow  up  closely  all  complaints  of  this  sort 
as  rapidly  as  they  reach  us  so  as  to  place  beyond  question  the  re- 
sponsibility where  it  belongs;  at  any  rate  to  satisfy  myself  that  our 
officers  are  not  improperly  using  material  of  this  kind  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  vermin. 

PUECHASE  OF  GAME. 

The  purchase  of  game  of  any  kind  suitable  to  Pennsylvania  in  quan- 
tity has  always  been  a difficult  matter,  and  this  has  been  especially 
true  recently.  This  condition  was  largely  due  to  war  conditions, 
scarcity  of  desirable  supplies,  etc.,  but  a number  of  other  States  that 
during  the  past  two  or  three  years  secured  revenue  through  licenses, 
appropriations,  etc.,  for  this  purpose  are  withholding  permission  to 
make  shipments  out  of  their  State.  This  has  been  true  in  several 
cases  where  we  had  placed  orders  for  ring-neck  pheasants  and  the 
shippers  were  later  compelled  to  sell  to  their  own  State  game  au- 
thorities. We  have  a contract  for  approximately  150  Michigan  white- 
tailed  deer  to  be  used  in  stocking  preserves  not  yet  supplied  and 
have  already  secured  about  6,000  ring-neck  pheasants  to  be  released 
next  spring,  this  being  less  than  half  the  number  contracted  for. 
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Rabbits  of  the  cotton-tailed  variety  are  difficult  to  secure  at  prices 
within  our  reach  because  of  the  enormous  prices  received  for  dead 
rabbits  for  food  purposes,  although  quite  a number  have  been  con- 
tracted for,  and  a Maine  shipper  believes  lie  can  supply  upwards  of 
two  thousand  Varying  Hares,  or  snowshoe  rabbits.  Time  alone  will 
tell  what  will  result  from  these  orders. 

Approximately  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  (175)  wild  turkeys 
have  been  secured  and  distributed  and  if  weather  conditions  permit 
we  have  arrangements  made  for  trapping  from  one  to  two  hundred  of 
these  birds  out  of  large  flocks  left  over  in  the  turkey  sections  of  the 
State  and  distributing  them  to  places  suitable  for  turkeys.  Far  better 
results  will  be  secured  in  this  way  and  at  less  expense. 

The  securing  of  Bob-white  quail  from  Mexico,  the  only  place  where 
they  are  obtainable  at  all,  is  quite  a problem.  Last  winter  the  Federal 
authorities  upon  our  recommendation  that  no  birds  be  shipped  from 
t ie  border  until  after  February  15th  made  the  importation  regula- 
tions  so  stringent  that  the  shippers  could  not  even  bring  the  birds 
over  the  border  until  February  15th,  with  the  result  that  only  1,500 
birds  were  received  out  of  orders  for  35,000  birds.  Two  of  the  ship- 
pers reported  that  the  drought  in  Mexico  had  driven  the  birds  in- 
land where  because  of  internal  troubles  they  were  unable  to  secure 
them.  This  season  we  again  placed  large  orders  for  delivery  after 
February  15th,  but  the  Washington  authorities  contrary  to  our  ex- 
pectations opened  the  importation  and  shipping  season  December 
ist,  whereupon  the  shippers  advised  that  if  we  wanted  birds  we  must 
take  them  as  they  come  through  quarantine.  In  order  to  get  birds 
it  was  simply  a case  of  letting  them  make  shipments  and  if  the  birds 
get  along  all  right  permit  them  to  continue;  if  not,  suspend  shipments 
until  weather  conditions  are  favorable.  Up  to  the  time  this  portion 
ol  the  report  is  written  approximately  2,000  birds  have  been  shipped. 

hese  birds  practically  all  reached  ns  in  first  class  condition  the 
losses  incurred  during  transit  being  negligible,  but  in  one  lot  re- 
ceived  the  birds  began  dying  rapidly  a few  davs  after  arrival  and 
the  Washington  authorities  have  suspended  shipments  until  a proper 
investigation  can  be  made  because  some  of  the  specimens  sent  them 
were  claimed  to  have  quail  disease.  Recent  reports  from  officers  re- 
ceiving consignments  of  these  same  quail  indicate  that  their  birds 
are  getting  along  nicely,  some  of  them  not  having  lost  a bird  so  that 
my  former  opinion  relative  to  this  quail  disease,  namelv,  that  it  is 
ill  variably  nothing  but  improper  handling  that  develops  this  trouble, 
is  still  my  thought  on  the  matter.  I firmly  believe  that  this  one  con- 
signment m which  heavy  mortality  occurred  immediatelv  after  ar-' 
rival  was  grossly  misused  by  the  express  company,  that  the  birds 
weie  subjected  to  extreme  heat  and  then  extreme  cold  in  rapid  suc- 
cession which  treatment  is  sufficient  to  kill  any  living  creature 
especially  quail.  TV  hat  the  outcome  of  our  plans  in  this  direction 
may  be  I am  as  yet  unable  to  say.  All  the  birds  received  are  beimr 
letamed  m captivity  until  springtime,  so  that  no  harm  can  possible 
n f,  Jo  our  native  birds  even  though  quail  disease  in  a virulent  form 
eipat«f  e'e  <>1>  am0ng  more  of  the  consignments,  which  I do  not  anti- 


30 


RE-STOCKING  OF  BEAVER. 

Your  directions  to  secure  sufficient  beaver  if  possible  to  start  a 
colony  at  each  Game  Preserve  where  suitable  waters  and  proper 
food  are  available  is  meeting  with  entire  approval  among  not 
only  sportsmen  but  fishermen  as  well  as  the  people  of  the  State  in 
general. 

In  the  course  of  some  investigations  I made  on  a recent  trip  into 
the  northern  part  of  the  State  I made  a special  effort  to  include  in 
my  itinerary  a stop  at  the  preserve  near  Sizerville,  Cameron  County, 
where  in  1917  through  the  courtesy  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  a single 
pair  of  young  beaver  were  released  on  East  Cowley  Run  just  along- 
side the  preserve.  I find  that  these  animals  were  well  placed  on  a 
stream  where  water  conditions  are  ideal  throughout  the  year  and 
where  plenty  of  desirable  food  is  easily  available.  Up  to  this  time 
they  have  been  working  almost  exclusively  on  quaking  aspen,  but 
have  also  cut  some  birch,  etc. 

The  pool  or  dam  where  the  original  animals  in  this  colony  were 
released  was  made  their  temporary  home  until  they  had  time  to 
build  a suitable  dam  about  one-half  mile  down  the  stream.  At  this 
point  a large  dam  has  been  constructed  with  a rather  commodious 
house  from  outside  appearance  near  the  middle  where  an  elevation 
afforded  a suitable  place  for  its  construction.  The  breast  of  the  main 
dam  at  this  point  will  measure  approximately  175  feet  by  including 
its  various  curvatures  and  mean  derings  and  in  addition  there  are  a 
number  of  small  auxiliary  dams  for  use  in  floating  in  food,  building 
materials,  etc. 

While  examining  conditions  in  the  vicinity  of  the  permanent  dam 
constructed  Preserve  Keeper  Nelson  informed  me  that  about  a mile 
down  the  stream  there  had  been  some  work  on  a new  dam  this  fall  but 
that  he  had  been  keeping  people  away  from  the  beaver  workings  as 
much  as  possible  so  the  animals  would  not  be  disturbed  and  had  him- 
self refrained  from  going  near.  The  weather  had  been  very  cold  for 
a few  days  prior  to  my  visit  and  it  so  happened  that  the  very  next 
day  a special  officer  who  was  assisting  us  control  conditions  in  that 
section  came  down  an  old  tramroad  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hollow 
from  the  preserve  line  near  the  middle  of  the  day  while  the  sun  was 
shining  brightly  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  five  young  beavers 
feeding  and  sporting  about  in  the  water  at  the  new  dam  mentioned. 
At  a safe  distance  I later  made  an  investigation  and  found  on  one 
side  of  the  main  dam  an  excellent  winter  home  and  a number  of  aux- 
iliary dams  in  additions  to  the  main  dam,  so  that  this  colony  is 
thriving  nicely. 

Since  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  State  have  learned  about  the 
colony  of  beaver  established  at  that  sanctuary  Mr.  Nelson  has  not 
lacked  visitors,  especially  during  the  summertime;  as  there  have  been 
hundreds  of  people  there  to  see  the  results  of  this  restocking  and  are 
carrying  back  glowing  reports  of  the  work  of  the  Commission.  The 
interest  manifested  has  caused  the  Keeper  to  wish  for  more  beaver 
rather  than  deer,  which  latter  animals  have  not  yet  been  stocked  at 
that  place  in  such  numbers  as  we  desire. 

One  hundred  beaver  have  been  ordered  from  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada, only  four  pairs  of  which  could  be  delivered  this  fall  due  to 
weather  conditions,  but  we  are  assured  that  the  balance  of  the  con- 
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tract  will  be  filled  this  coming  spring.  Six  of  the  animals  received 
have  been  released  on  the  Hickory  Run  Preserve  in  Carbon  County 
and  the  other  two  were  released  on  a stream  along  the  eastern  side  of 
our  Jamison  City  Preserve  in  Sullivan  County,  two  additional  pairs 
to  be  shipped  to  the  latter  place  to  fill  the  allotment  for  that  pre- 
serve. In  addition  to  the  beaver  ordered  from  Canada  several  west- 
ern States  have  kindly  granted  us  permission  to  secure  a limited  num- 
ber without  charge  provided  we  can  make  satisfactory  arrangements 
to  have  the  animals  trapped.  Up  to  this  time  we  have  been  unable 
to  make  such  arrangements,  although  as  soon  as  the  weather  opens 
up  next  spring  I am  hoping  to  conclude  contracts  for  the  trapping  of 
some  of  these  animals. 

Restocking  with  beaver  will  again  restore  a desirable  wild  life 
asset  to  the  fauna  of  Pennsylvania  that  will  merit  the  approval  of 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  in  general.  Through  the  construc- 
tion of  their  dams  excellent  breeding  places  for  trout  are  supplied, 
thus  improving  fishing  conditions  materially  since  the  beaver  is  a 
vegetable  feeder  and  not  detrimental  to  trout.  These  dams  will 
also  help  to  conserve  the  flow  of  water  so  badly  needed  throughout 
the  Commonwealth.  Under  the  present  law  the  killing  of  a beaver 
is  punishable  by  a penalty  of  .$100.00  and  under  the  protection  we  are 
able  to  accord  these  animals  as  well  as  the  protection  they  will  un- 
doubtedly receive  through  public  sentiment  they  will  rapidly  in- 
crease and  in  due  course  of  time  the  Legislature  will  no  doubt  pro- 
vide proper  legislation  permitting  the  trapping  of  a fixed  number 
annually  under  a special  license. 


RECEIPT  FOR  GAME  FOR  STOCKING  PURPOSES. 

Complaints  that  individuals  have  from  time  to  time  received  game 
from  our  limited  supply  distributed  through  Game  Protectors  with 
the  specific  understanding  that  the  lands  on  which  such  game  is 
placed  shall  either  be  open  to  hunting  for  that  game  by  all  legitimate 
sportsmen  or  else  entirely  closed,  and  later  posted  their  lands  to 
trespassing  and  hunted  for  such  game  themselves  or  permitted  their 
special  friends  to  hunt  for  same,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  legitimate 
sportsmen  have  reached  us  at  various  times.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  men  who  will  secure  game  purchased  from  the  sportsmen’s  money 
and  apply  same  to  their  personal  use  cannot  properly  be  classed  as 
sportsmen.  However,  when  confronted  with  this  question  there  is 
usually  a flat  denial  of  any  such  specific  understanding  with  the 
officer  through  whom  the  game  was  secured,  and  in  order  to  avoid 
misunderstanding  of  this  sort  in  the  future  a form  of  receipt  has 
been  prepared  and  supplied  to  all  Game  Protectors  which  must  be 
filled  out  and  signed  before  game  of  any  sort  will  be  supplied.  This 
receipt  contains  the  specific  stipulation  that  the  lands  will  be  either 
open  to  hunting  for  such  game  by  all  legitimate  sportsmen  or  else 
entirely  closed  for  a term  after  which  hunting  will  be  permitted. 
Jhis  signed  receipt  must  be  filed  with  the  distribution  report  cover- 
ing each  species  of  game  and  if  necessary  will  be  produced  to  prove 
to  their  fellows  the  type  of  sportsmen  such  individuals  actually  are. 
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SONG  AND  INSECTIVOROUS  BIRDS. 

More  people  are  constantly  taking  an  interest  in  the  song  and 
insectivorous  birds  of  the  State  and  seeing  to  it  that  they  are  pro- 
tected at  all  times,  fed  when  necessary,  supplied  with  nesting  boxes, 
etc.,  in  order  to  not  onty  make  life  more  comfortable  for  our  little 
feathered  friends  but  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  perform  the 
utmost  service  possible  to  humanity.  Data  collected  during  the  past 
year  convinces  me  that  we  have  more  beneficial  birds  with  us  each 
year,  and  while  we  are  called  upon  from  time  to  time  to  prosecute 
persons  killing  birds,  the  law  relative  to  this  question  on  the  whole 
is  being  obeyed  splendid®". 

The  special  educational  work  relative  -to  the  value  of  the  lifework 
of  birds  carried  on  in  the  schools  of  the  State  is  producing  a genera- 
tion of  bird  conservationists  that  will  surely  bear  fruit  in  years  to 
come.  We  are  now  preparing  to  accomplish  as  much  of  this  educa- 
tional work  as  possible  through  our  entire  held  organization  as  well 
as  to  encourage  teachers,  civic  bodies,  Boy  Scout  organizations, 
sportsmen’s  organizations,  bird  clubs,  Audubon  societies,  etc.,  to  do 
their  utmost  in  bringing  this  subject  forcibly  to  the  attention  of 
the  school  children  of  the  Commonwealth  in  any  manner  they  may 
be  reached.  In  communities  where  this  work  has  been  carried  on 
systematically  for  a number  of  years  it  is  as  unsafe  .to  openly  kill  a 
beneficial  bird  as  it  is  to  kill  a highly  prized  pet  dog.  In  either  case 
the  little  folks  would  make  it  mightily  unpleasant  for  the  perpe- 
trator. The  bird,  boxes  and  fruit  and  berry  trees  planted  for  the  birds 
in  many  communities  bear  mute  evidence  of  the  interest  our  men 
and  women  of  tomorrow  are  taking  in  this  work. 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  FISH  LAW. 

During  the  past  year  our  officers  have  assisted  the  Department  of 
Fisheries  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Fish  Law  wherever  such  action 
did  not  interfere  materially  with  their  work  as  Game  Protectors. 
Our  work  along  this  line  is  appreciated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Fish- 
eries and  the  law-abiding  fishermen  of  the  State,  and  the  sportsmen 
give  their  entire  approval  to  our  action  in  this  direction.  By  so 
doing  we  are  also  creating  a wholesome  respect  for  the  Game  Law 
and  frequently  breaking  up  practices  that  would  lead  to  similar  viola- 
tions under  that  law. 

In  pursuance  to  your  action  at  the  July  meeting  data  has  been  col- 
lected on  the  various  nursery  streams  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
our  Game  Preserves  and  will  in  the  near  future  be  supplied  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Fisheries  in  order  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  close 
to  fishing  such  waters  as  may  properly  be  classed  as  nursery  waters 
only.  The  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  is  pleased  to  have  this  co- 
operation and  has  not  previously  taken  steps  to  close  such  nursery 
waters  because  of  lack  of  necessary  field  assistance  to  post  and  guard 
the  streams  so  closed.  This  difficulty  will  be  overcome  by  having  the 
Preserve  Keepers  look  after  these  matters. 

FOREST  FIRES. 

While  all  of  our  salaried  field  officers  are  regularly  appointed 
Fire  Wardens  so  they  will  have  power  to  call  help  to  their  assistance 
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m case  of  a forest  fire,  this  power  was  rarely  needed  during  the  past 
year  as  we  fortunately  had  but  few  forest  fires  to  contend  with  in 
comparison  to  former  years.  The  educational  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Forestry,  in  which  we  are  assisting  wherever  possible  lias 
been  securing  excellent  results.  Weather  conditions  were  not  favor- 
able to  fires  during  the  worst  period  both  last  spring  and  this  fall 
which  helped  very  materially. 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  DOG  LICENSE  LAW. 

At  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  our  officers  through- 
out the  State  rendered  special  assistance  in  securing  a proper  observ- 
ance of  the  dog  license  law.  The  majority  of  our  efforts  were  directed 
m assisting  to  secure  action  upon  the  part  of  County  Commissioners, 
constables,  and  other  police  officers  rather  than  assume  the  burden  of 
the  actual  enforcement  of  the  law,  although  in  many  cases  our 
office* s under  the  special  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
secured  the  necessary  evidence  and  became  the  prosecutors  in  order  to 
set  an  example  and  have  the  people  understand  that  this  law  must  be 
obeyed.  I am  glad  to  say  also  that  in  those  portions  of  the  State 
where  this  dog  license  law  was  most  strictly  enforced  we  had  a very 
marked  increase  of  rabbits  this  year  so  that  our  co-operation  in  this 
direction  has  been  beneficial  to  the  game  interests  of  the  State  as 
well  as  the  agricultural  and  stock-raising  interests. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Taking  the  work  of  the  Department  in  general  since  the  time  the 
first  funds  secured  through  the  Resident  Hunters’  License  Act  became 
available  to  our  use  on  June  1st,  1915,  I am  confident  all  fair-minded 
sportsmen  will  agree  we  have  made  very  decided  progress  and  that 
ve  at  this  time  have  that  work  in  far  better  condition  than  ever  be- 
fore possible,  if  favorable  .comments  from  sportsmen  residing  in 
other  States  are  to  be  taken  as  a criterion,  as  well  as  the  ever  in- 
creasing number  of  Non-Resident  Hunters’  Licenses  issued,  Pennsvl- 
vama  holds  an  enviable  position  today  in  her  wild  life  conservation 
work. 

Our  monthly  prosecution  report  is  meeting  with  entire  approval 
among  the  sportsmen  of  the  State  and  our  mailing  list  to  those  in- 
terested is  constantly  growing.  We  are  from  time  to  time  importuned 
to  place  more  monthly  publications  on  the  work  of  fhe  Department 
before  the  public,  many  sportsmen  feeling  that  we  should  have  a De- 
partmental magazine  or  bulletin  published  and  distributed  monthlv 
either  from  funds  now  available  to  our  use  for  general  educational 
work  or  else  establish  such  magazine  and  place  it  on  a self-sustaining- 
basis  through  a small  subscription  merely  sufficient  to  bear  the  actual 
cost  of  paper,  printing  and  postage.  The  latter  method  would  permit 
the  sale  of  advertising  space  to  reliable  business  firms  which  if  neces- 
sary would  also  assist  in  defraying  expenses.  Other  States  that  have 
tried  this  method  are  securing  excellent  support  in  their  efforts  aloim 
this  line  and  1 am  confident  we  in  Pennsylvania  could  produce  verv 
gratifying  results  in  this  manner.  I present  this  for  such  considera- 
tion as  you  may  deem  advisable  at  this  time. 
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On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  statements  relative  bounties 
paid  during  the  past  year,  hatching  of  ring-neck  pheasant  eggs,  ex- 
penditures for  both  the  Game  Fund  and  the  Bounty  Fund  during  the 
year  and  balances  on  hand  November  30th,  as  well  as  a quarterly 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Prior  to  the  date  of  your  meeting  I will  also  have  prepared  proper 
data  relative  to  game  killed,  hunting  accidents,  licenses  issued,  etc., 
which  may  be  attached  and  published  in  the  form  of  an  addendum. 


STATEMENT  COVERING  GAME  OF  VARIOUS  KINDS  PUR- 
CHASED AND  RELEASED,  GAME  SECURED  AND  HELD 
FOR  LIBERATION  SPRING  OF  1920,  AND  GAME  CON- 
TRACTED FOR,  BETWEEN  DECEMBER  1,  1918,  AND  NO- 
VEMBER 30,  1919. 


GAME  RELEASED:  (In  addition  to  game  held  per  1918  Report). 


Deer,  168 

Wild  Turkeys,  109 

Ring-neck  Pheasants,  3,029 

Ring-neck  Pheasant  eggs  (See  detailed  report  below),  14,663 

Rabbits  (Cotton-tail),  129 

Varying  hares  (Snow-shoe  rabbits) , 64 

Quail,  Bob- white 1,470 

Quail,  Gambel,  186 

Beaver,  8 

GAME  PURCHASED  AND  DELIVERED:  (Held  for  liberation  this 

coming  Spring). 

Ring-neck  Pheasants,  2,973 

GAME  PURCHASED  OR  CONTRACTED  FOR  TO  BE  DELIVERED  : 

(Prior  to  July  1,  1920). 

Deer,  150 

Wild  Turkeys,  63 

Ring-neck  Pheasants,  3,716 

Rabbits 2 , 540 

Varying  hares,  1,000 

Quail,  Bob-white,  35,000 

Quail.  Gambel,  1,200 

Fox  Squirrels,  400 

Beaver 92 

GAME  ORDERED  FOR  RELEASING  SPRING  OF  1921. 

Ring-neck  Pheasants,  


2,000 
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DATA  COVERING  THE  HATCHING  AND  REARING  OF  RING- 
NECK  PHEASANTS,  FROM  EGGS  SECURED  SPRING  OF 
1919. 


Game  Protector. 


Address. 


to 

Qj 

6 

25 


aj 

•C 


o 

hj 

03 

•G 


6 

Z- 


T3 

a) 

x 

03 

n> 


Oh 

S 


o 

2; 


James  H.  Carpenter,  

Warren  Pretz,  

J.  S.  Reinert,  

Norman  M.  Wood,  

Samuel  A.  Keene,  

Chas.  P.  Fenstermaker, 

Janies  D.  Geary,  

Rush  H.  Bitters,  

Wm.  H.  Merring,  

Sidney  N.  Brink,  

Warren  P.  Simrell,  

William  Anneman,  

H.  Bennett  Hale,  

James  X.  Boyle,  

Albert  P.  Hartwig,  

Wm.  L.  Ibach,  

Peter  £.  Vale,  

Jas.  B.  Lightner,  

Chas.  D.  Madenfort,  

Harry  W.  Miller,  

Fred  X.  VanOrman,  

X.  G.  Hoyt,  

Joseph  Smith,  


Chester,  Box  342,  

Doylestown,  

Box  191,  Xansdale,’  

Box  553,  Coatesville,  

Christiana,  

Reading,  239  N.  11th, 

Slatington,  

Easton,  627  Perry  St.,  

East  Stroudsburg,  

Hawley,  

Hallstead,  

Scranton,  1243  S.  Main,  

Dallas,  

Mauch  Chunk,  

Tamaqua,  

Newmanstown,  

York,  

Harrisburg,  619  Fetter,  

Shamokin,  

R.  P.  D.  No.  3,  Bloomsburg, 

XeRaysville,  

Tioga,  

Muncy,  


310  138 
350  j 157 
350  ; 302 
350  j 159 
350  I 175 
350  151 
200  108 
150  93 
200  95 
150  ! 66 
250  I 152 
350  | 95 
350  i 53 
272  j 161 
400  i 222 
250  125 
350  256 
300  53 
300  139 
150  | 129 
454  t 101 
164  ! 78 

200  I 100 


Chas.  X.  Braueher,  

John  J.  Slautterbaek,  

S.  Maurice  Shuler,  

Warren  W.  Zell,  

Guy  R.  Xinn,  

Ray  O.  Dunkle,  

John  W.  Bumgardner,  

Charley  Batcheler,  

Grant  Stout,  

Wm.  P.  Hamilton,  

Wilbur  F.  Dale,  

Xem  C.  Ale,  

Eli  Ritchey,  

Harvy  E.  Bittner,  

K.  B.  Rodgers,  

Iddo  M.  Xewis,  

Henry  Hilton,  

E.  W.  Turley,  

X.  K.  Hogarth,  

Elmer  X.  Pilling, 

Charles  F.  Emick,  

H.  N.  Penstamaker, 

Daniel  M.  Slagle,  

H.  R.  Armbrust,  Jr.,  

C.  R.  Williams,  

Jos.  P.  Kennedy,  

James  Sutton,  Jr.,  

R.  X.  Seager,  

Joseph  M.  Curts,  

Henry  J.  Sines,  

Wm.  J.  Dickson,  

Herbert  X.  Beatty,  

J.  H.  Redmond,  

Alex.  A.  McDonald, 


Hartleton,  

Xewistown,  214  Xogan,  

Xiverpool,  

Carlisle,  

Cashtown,  

Dry  Run,  

^Trough  Creek,  

Philipsburg,  

Renovo,  

Galeton,  

Madera,  

Beflwood,  

Everett,  

Meyersdale,  

Johnstown,  

Marchand,  

Punxsutawney,  

Weedville,  

Smethport,  

Garland,  Box  24S,  

Tionesta,  

Clarion,  

New  Bethlehem.  

R.  F.  D.  No.  6,  Greensburg 

Fairchance,  

Monongahela,  

Pittsburgh,  3356  5th  Ave.,  _ 

Ambridge,  

Butler,  

New  Castle,  

Greenville,  

Franklin,  

Msadville,  

Erie,  324  E.  6th,  


Totals,  

Cost  ot  14,663  ring-neck  pheasant  eggs, 
Cost  of  expressage  on  pheasant  eggs,  . 


250 

152 

300 

176 

250 

140 

309 

149 

250 

196 

400 

283 

200 

37 

200 

82 

200 

109 

150 

89 

150 

105 

300 

204 

150 

76 

300 

145 

300 

177 

250 

125 

250 

158 

150 

79 

149 

88 

200 

95 

150 

71 

201 

99 

150 

47 

302 

129 

302 

123 

300 

61 

350 

164 

250 

83 

3no 

113 

150 

64 

200 

No 

data 

250 

85 

2.50 

146 

250 

144 

663 

7,103 

97 

70 
219 

56 

55 

37 
53 
52 
27 
26 
82 
47 
15 

83 
87 
27 

169 

26 

95 

74 

58 

33 

No 

data 

58 

71 
51 

41 
66 
82 
27 
82 
2fi 

0 

15 
115 

7 

105 

139 

27 

102 

11 

16 
26 

42 
33 
29 
66 
SS 
19 

84 
23 
78 
42 

No 

data 

38 
92 
66 


3,250 

$3,035  50 
70  54 


Approximate  cost  of  each  bird  reared  and  released, 


$3,166  04 
$0  96 


VERMIN  IvTLLED  BY  GAME  PRESERVE  KEEPERS  IN  PRESERVES  AND  SURROUNDING  TERRITORY 

DURING  YEAR  DEC.  1,  1918,  TO  NOV.  30,  1919,  INC. 
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NOTE: — This  Tecord  does  not  include  crows  killed  through  the  use  of  poisoned  corn  or  countless  animals  classed  as  vermin  destroyed  and  not  found  by 
the  several  keepers. 
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STATEMENT  BY  MONTHS  OF  BOUNTY  CLAIMS  ALLOWED 
ON  NOXIOUS  ANIMALS  FROM  DECEMBER  1,  1918,  TO 
NOVEMBER  30,  1919,  INCLUSIVE. 


Fox. 

Month. 

Wildcat. 

Mink. 

Weasel. 

Amount. 

Grey. 

Red. 

December,  . 

St 

465 

61S 

1,306 

4 , 525 

$8,501 

January,  

140 

1,211 

1,410 

1,521 

6,818 

14,433 

February,  — „ . .. 

67 

1,001 

921 

911 

4,418 

9,575 

March,  _ 

St 

1,072 

681 

sit 

4,444 

9,268 

April,  

IS 

238 

211 

218 

1,975 

3,199 

May, 

19 

82 

88 

46 

1,05 

1,515 

June,  — . 

3 

76 

67 

26 

1,301 

2.052 

July,  

2 

33 

39 

39 

1,660 

3,147 

August,  . 

5 

27 

19 

39 

1 ,778 

3,436 

September,  

1 

28 

17 

54 

1,537 

3,025 

October,  

8 

51 

26 

32 

1 ,S58 

3,758 

November,  _ . 

11 

190 

its 

183 

3,296 

7,345 

Total,  

Recertified  claims  paid  by 

442 

4,474 

4,246 

5,1S9 

34,625 

$69,254 

36 

$69,290 

SUMMARY  SHEET  OF  BOUNTY  CLAIMS  ALLOWED  ON  NOX- 
IOUS ANIMALS  DURING  THE  YEAR  OF  DECEMBER  1ST, 
1918,  TO  NOVEMBER  30TH,  1919,  INCLUSIVE. 


Wildcat. 

Fox. 

Mink. 

Weasel. 

Dollars. 

Grey. 

Red. 

Adams, 

0 

105 

4 

16 

532 

924 

Allegheny,  _ ...  __ 

0 

16 

2 

7 

152 

349 

Armstrong,  

2 

19 

12 

123 

781 

1,233 

Beaver,  

O' 

3 

18 

51 

63 

162 

Bedford,  . ... 

O 

29 

96 

147 

8S4 

2,149 

Berks,  . ...  

i 

36 

4S 

26 

512 

911 

Blair, _ 

i 

62 

SS 

54 

299 

768 

Bradford, 

10 

167 

183 

217 

1,451 

2,594 

Bucks,  

0 

70 

17 

30 

605 

1,014 

Butler,  . 

0 

0 

24 

140 

1,256 

2,034 

Cambria,  . . . 

0 

71 

69 

143 

357 

873 

Cameron,  

24 

16 

40 

33 

95 

407 

Carbon,  

4 

18 

9 

17 

111 

249 

Centre,  ..  ... 

14 

159 

206 

44 

631 

1,699 

Chester,  . ...  

0 

12 

15 

47 

434 

627 

Clarion,  ...  . _ 

2 

4 

87 

155 

976 

1,819 

Clearfield,  _ . 

i 

02 

134 

145 

775 

1,573 

Clinton,  

38 

133 

103 

19 

174 

942 

Columbia,  . ... 

7 

47 

19 

76 

695 

1,130 

Crawford,  .... 

2 

4 

23 

279 

1,479 

2 , 284 

Cumberland,  

4 

108 

13 

6 

466 

874 

Dauphin,  

0 

91 

15 

2. 

307 

642 

Delaware,  

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 

30 

Elk,  

29 

27 

.88 

S3 

362 

900 

Erie,  . . ...  . ... 

0 

0 

31 

311 

1,228 

1,945 

Fayette,  . _ 

13 

132 

33 

56 

207 

723 

Forest,  ... 

11 

2 

147 

104 

300 

792 

Franklin, 

2 

1S9 

24 

12 

483 

1.122 

Fulton,  .. 

4 

143 

11 

95 

278 

769 

Greene,  

0 

0 

4 

3 

W 

138 

Huntingdon,  . 

9 

267 

81 

56 

525 

1,458 

Indiana,  

1 

62 

15 

171 

725 

1.223 

Jefferson,  . . 

10 

9 

108 

161 

807 

1 ,546 

Juniata,  „ 

16 

99 

21 

16 

261 

724 

Lackawanna,  _ _ . 

3 

54 

50 

71 

245 

500 

Lancaster,  

0 

14 

10 

9 

494 

709 

38 


SUMMARY  SHEET  OF  BOUNTY  CLAIMS  ALLOWED  ON  NOX- 
IOUS ANIMALS  DURING  THE  YEAR  OF  DECEMBER  1ST, 
1918,  TO  NOVEMBER  30TH,  1919,  INCLUSIVE— Concluded. 


Wildcat. 

Fox. 

Mink. 

Weasel. 

Dollars. 

Grey. 

Red. 

Lawrence,  

0 

13 

12 

32 

315 

464 

Lebanon, 

0 

10 

10 

• 3 

165 

255 

Lebigh,  

0 

14 

9 

9 

276 

419 

Luzerne, 

8 

112 

44 

92 

- 807 

1,495 

Lycoming,  

21 

108 

170 

S7 

735 

1,677 

McKean,  

IS1 

14 

176 

158 

1,186 

1,950 

Mercer,  _ 

0 

0 

3 

16S 

846 

1,317 

Mifflin,  

5 

158 

83 

48 

265 

918 

Monroe,  

14 

50 

76 

128 

475 

1,054 

Montgomery,  . 

0 

19 

3 

6 

298 

424 

Montour,  

0 

2 

0 

0 

149 

18S 

Northampton,  _ 

1 

31 

5 

21 

199 

362 

Northumberland,  __ 

1 

46 

3 

8 

289' 

536 

Perry,  

5 

147 

33 

8 

518 

1,109 

Philadelphia,  _ 

0 

0 

0 

o 

3 

4 

Pike,  - — 

SI 

96 

73 

63 

159 

755 

Potter,  _ _ - ...  

39 

23 

261 

98 

1,116 

2,110 

Schuylkill,  

1 

115 

23 

34 

371 

805 

Snyder,  

1 

43 

47 

10 

372 

776 

Somerset,  — _ 

1 

227 

107 

226 

533 

1,619 

Sullivan,  - - 

9 

29' 

13S 

85 

345 

. 827 

Susquehanna,  - 

2 

22S 

140 

131 

670 

1,639 

Tioga,  — - 

16 

69 

252 

95 

828 

1,749 

Union,  — 

3 

33 

22 

17 

122 

300 

Venango,  - 

1 

5 

91 

141 

738 

1,296 

Warren,  _ „ 

13 

11 

190 

234 

1.109 

1,955 

Washington,  _ 

0 

3 

55 

18 

175 

343 

Wayne,  - 

16 

111 

1S7 

143 

583 

1,491 

Westmoreland,  — 

4 

139 

67 

117 

525 

1,235 

Wyoming,  - _ - 

14 

102 

63 

79 

485 

1,053 

York, — 

0 

36 

42 

5 

857 

1,305 

442 

4,474 

4,246 

5,189 

34,625 

$69,254 

Re-certified  claims  paid  by 

36 

$69,290 

F I XANC I AL  STATEMENT. 


Covering  period  from  December  1st,  1018,  to  November  30,  1919, 

Inclusive. 


GAME  PROTECTION  AND  PROPAGATING  FUND: 

Balance  in  State  Treasury  Dec.  1st,  1918,  $293,451  06 


DEPOSITS : 

One-half  net  revenue  from  Resident  Hunters’  Licenses 

placed  in  this  fund  during  above  fiscal  year,  . . . $176,130  98 
Revenue  from  Non-Resident  Hunters'  Licenses  de- 
posited in  this  fund,  7.026  90 

Portion  of  penalties,  costs,  etc.,  deposited  with  this  fund 

as  provided  by  law,  18.235  98 

201,393  86 


Total $494,844  92 


DISBURSEMENTS  : 

Salaries  of  Game  Protectors,  including  general  office 


force,  $87,304  64 

Expenses  of  Game  Protectors  etc 61,713  81 

Salaries  and  expenses  of  Special  Deputy  Game  Pro- 
tectors employed  during  the  open  season,  12.741  78 

Salaries  of  Game  Preserve  Keepers,  20.157  50 

Expenses  of  Game  Preserve  Keepers,  purchase  and 
erection  of  telephones,  buildings,  supplies,  etc., 

for  twenty-four  preserves,  16.907  03 

Game  purchased  and  distributed 28.115  60 

Grain  and  feed  purchased  for  feeding  game,  ....  3,658  42 

Expenses  in  caring  for  game 78?,  5.3 

Expressage  on  game,  etc 4.208  53 

Advertising  the  closing  of  counties 469  59 

Bounties  paid  on  dogs  killed  while  chasing  deer,  . . 185  00 

Attorney  fees,  317  00 

Postage 1,207  so 

Purchase  of  automobiles  and  accessories,  upkeep  of 
automobiles  and  purchase  and  upkeep  of  motor 

boats,  11.702  06 

One-tlurd  compilation  of  Game,  Fish  and  Forestry 

Laws,  100  00 

Miscellaneous,  79V  J8 

Money  in  bank,  81  06 


250,444  03 


Balance  in  this  fund  November  30th,  1919 


$244,400  89 


NOPE:  It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a difference  between  the  above  distribution 

and  the  amount  given  in  the  quarterly  statement  of  our  books  attached.  .This  is 
because  a portion  of  our  funds  were  drawn  by  direct  requisition,  while  the  amounts 
appearing  in  the  quarterly  statement  cover  only  advancements  for  which  settlement 
is  later  made  with  the  Auditor  General. 
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TtOT'NTY  FUND  : 

Balance  in  Bounty  Fund  on  December  1st  1918,  $265,779  $4 

DEPOSITS:  ^ ^ TT  t , T. 

One-half  net  revenue  from  Resident  Hunters  La- 

censes  placed  in  this  fund  during  the  fiscal  year,  $176,160  9b 
Portion  of  penalties,  costs,  etc.,  deposited  with  this 

fund  as  provided  for  by  law,  • ' ■ • 10,4o5  Uo 

Re-deposits  of  checks  sent  out  by  State  Treasurer 

and  returned  undelivered, °1°  w 

Total,  $452,688  90 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Bounties  from  December  1st,  1918,  to  November 
30tli.  1919,  inclusive,  per  detailed  list  attached  to 

this  report,  ' ; $69,254  00 

Salaries,  employees  of  Bounty  Division,  ........  5,530  32 

Additional  amount  paid  during  fiscal  year  in  reim- 
bursing counties  for  bounties  paid  under  the  Act  of 
July  25th.  1913.  audited  and  paid  under  the  Act 
of  June  19,  1917.  (making  a grand  total  paid  for 
bounties  during  1913,  1914  and  a part  of  1915  of 
$287 , 465.00) , folia 

Signagrapk,  for  use  in  signing  Bounty  checks 250  00  ^ 

Balance  in  this  fund  November  30th,  1919 $374,323  88 


NOTE:  The  balances  as  of  November  30th,  1919.  given  in  the  Game  Protection 
and  Propagation  Fund  and  the  Bounty  Fund  may  differ  slightly  from  the  balances 
appearing  on  the  books  of  the  State  Treasurer  on  the  same  date  because  of  vouchers 
in  course  of  settlement. 


QUARTERLY  STATEMENT. 


December  1st,  1918  to  February  28th,  1919. 


DR. 


,To  balances  from  last  quarter,  ... 

$4,186  23 

28.000  00 

11,607  79 

333  00 

To  proceeds  of  taxidermists’  licenses 

To  proceeds  of  ferret  owners’  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  ordinary  licenses,  

37  00 

14  00 

9 00 

1 00 

.....  3 00 

$44,191  02 

OR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  

$12,004  79 

25,490  25 

37,495  04 

Balance,  March  1st,  1919 $6,695  98 


March  1st,  to  May  31st,  1919. 


DR. 

To  balance  from  last  quarter 

■To  warrants  on  appropriation,  

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold , 

To  proceeds  of  taxidermists’  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses 

To  proceeds  of  ferret  owners’  licenses,  .... 

To  proceeds  of  ordinary  licenses 

To  proceeds  of  special  licenses,  


$6,695  98 
19,000  00 
12,662  13 
669  75 
15  00 
5 00 
4 00 
3 00 
2 00 

$39,056  86 
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CR. 


By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  $13,360  88 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  19] 595  91 

32.956  79 


Balance  June  1st,  1919,  $6,100  07 


June  1st  to  August  31st,  1919. 


DR. 


To  balance  from  last  quarter,  $6,100  07 

To  warrants  on  appropriation,  19’ 500  00 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  8^652  77 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold,  268  50 

To  proceeds  of  taxidermists’  licenses , 6 00 

To  proceeds  of  ferret  owners’  licenses,  5 00 

To  prpceeds  of  propagating  licenses,  3 00 

$34,535  34 


By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  $8  935  27 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  20’.315  97 

” — 29,251  24 


Balance,  September  1st,  1919,  

September  1st  to  November  30th,  1919. 


DR. 

To  balance  from  last  quarter,  

To  warrants  on  appropriation,  

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold,  

To  proceeds  of  taxidermists’  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  ferret  owners’  licenses , . . ! 
To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses,  .... 
To  proceeds  of  non-resident  licenses,  


CR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  

By  expenses  during  quarter,  . 


Balance,  December  1st,  1919fi 


$5,284  10 
24,500  00 
13.667  24 
318  75 
47  00 
25  00 
7 00 
220  00 


$44,119  09 


$14,334  99 
25,882  72 

40,217  71 


$3,901  38 


Respectfully  submitted, 

SETH  E.  GORDON, 

Acting  Secretary,  Game  Commission. 


ADDENDUM. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  January  7,  1920. 

As  a matter  of  information  we  give  below  data  covering  game 
killed  and  hunting  accidents  during  the  hunting  season  of  1919,  also 
data  available  to  date  covering  the  number  of  Resident  and  Non- 
Resident  Hunters’  Licenses  issued  for  1919.  All  of  this  data  has 
been  perfected  since  the  drawing  of  my  report  to  the  Game  Commis- 
sion. Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  final  returns  from 
County  Treasurers  covering  licenses  issued  in  1919  have  not  been 
completed  and  the  complete  final  returns  may  somewhat  increase  the 
figures  given,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  data  below  given  on  game 
killed  and  hunting  accidents  is  authentic  and  as  complete  as.it  is 
possible  to  secure  same.  I am  confident  the  figures  on  game  killed 
are  in  each  case  below  the  actual  kill,  as  there  are  a number  of  game 
birds  and  animals  killed  of  which  our  representatives  obtain  no 
knowledge. 

GAME  KILLED  SEASON  OF  1919. 


Number. 

Kind. 

Estimated 
Weight 
of  Each. 

Total 

Weight. 

2,913 

Legal  male  deer,  ___  ___ 

130  lbs. 

378.699  lbs. 

472 

Bear,  ___  _ _ . _ 

200  lbs. 
2 lbs. 
1 lb 

94.400  lbs. 
5,439,758  lbs. 
439,106  lbs. 
272,288  lbs. 

2,719,879 

Rabbits,  . 

439,106 

Squirrels,  __  - 

34,036 

Raccoons,  __  

8 lbs. 

5,181 

Wild  turkeys,  __  _ ■ 

121  lbs. 

64,762  lbs. 

287,001 

Ruffed  grouse,  _____ 

Ring-fleck  pheasants,  __  _ '___  _____  _ 

11  lbs. 

430,501  lbs. 

15,658 

8 lbs . 

46,974  lbs. 

46,319 

Virginia  quail,  __  

6 o z. 

17,369  lbs. 

575 

Hungarian  quail,  or  partridge, _ _ _ 

10  oz. 

359  lbs. 

27,769 

Woodcock,  __  ___  __  

6 oz. 

10,413  lbs. 

28,714 

Wild  waterfowl,  __  _ _ _ 

Total  weight,  __  _ _ _ _ 

2 lbs. 

57,428  lbs. 

7,252,048  lbs. 
3,626  tons 

Reduced  to  tons,  equals,  _ — 

Th?  above  does  not  include  23,786  shore  birds  of  various  kinds  nor  175,030  blackbirds  killed. 
There  were  also  119  male  fawns  and  207  doe  deer  illegally  killed  during  the  season. 


HUNTING  ACCIDENTS. 


1915 

1916 

1617 

1918 

1919 

t 

Fatal  accidents,  _ _ _ 

29 

or 

IS 

35 

Non-fatal  accidents,  

119 

102 

?5 

48 

128 

HUNTING  LICENSES  ISSUED. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919  (As 
of  Jan.  6, 
1920) 

262.355 

290,422 

632 

315,474 

5SS 

341,296 

478 

393,697 

532 

1,128 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SETH  E.  GORDON, 

Acting  Secretary,  Game  Commission. 


DR.  JOSEPH  KALBFUS 

Nestor  of  Wild  Life  Conservation  in  Pennsylvania.  Secretary  and  Chief  Game 
Protector,  October  1st,  1895,  to  August  10th.  1919 


